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By Alex Serpo

I have a plan that is going to make 
me a millionaire, a billionaire.  Mega 
rich.  Uber rich.  I am going to sell 
NothingTM®.  When people buy 
NothingTM®, they will get just that, 
nothing.  Boy will people buy it, 
they will buy it by the truckloads.  
I will have hundreds of factories 
making nothing.  People will eat 
NothingTM® and drink it.  It will 
be on clothes, in the movies, on 
billboard, on the Internet, in shops 
and schools.  It’ll even be in your 
thoughts and memories, even in your 
dreams.  In short NothingTM® will be 
everywhere.  

Most importantly, NothingTM® will 
be worth a truckload of money.  
First I am going to start by placing 

the NothingTM® trade mark everywhere.  
You will see it on the television, on 
billboards, in magazines.  It will be on 
your mobile phone and on popular TV 
shows, Big Brother will be sponsored by 
NothingTM®.  I will put it on clothes and 
soon you will be wearing NothingTM®.  
Everyone will love you for it.  Pop Diva’s 
and Rap stars will appear wearing 
NothingTM® on MTV and Channel V.  

Soon you will learn to love and respect 
NothingTM®.  You will associate it with 
fame, beauty and being popular.  Most 
importantly, NothingTM® will be a symbol 
of status.    

You will save up for the latest pair of 
NothingTM® sneakers.  People will stop 
you and ask; ‘is that a NothingTM® shirt 
you are wearing?’  When you answer 
affirmative, then they will respect you more.  

When I reign over my business empire like 
Donald Trump, after exploiting all those 
suckers, then I will finally be able to afford 
that pair of Guchi jeans, that CK shirt and 
the DNKY leather jacket that I always knew 
would make me cool.      
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Talk to your landlord or agent about it. If 
it’s just a one off they might understand. 
Borrowing money is always an option, but 
again can be a major source of tension. 
If you cannot borrow money from a 
close friend or relative, UNSW provides 
temporary emergency loans. You can 
apply at UNSW Student Central (formerly 
New South Q). If this fails, The Student 
Guild also provides emergency loans; 
you should speak to Karla Villamar, the 
advocacy offi cer. 

You may come to a position where you 
are simply too poor to afford rent. If it 
comes to the worst case scenario and 
you do get evicted, there are things you 
can do. Boarding houses often provide 
a very cheap source of temporary 
accommodation. However some people 
live in squats. Don’t turn your nose 
up. Sometimes squatters enjoy better 
accommodation and location than those 
paying rent. However squatters have 
virtually no legal rights. They can be 
evicted at any time. If you are asked by the 
owner, or an agent of the owner (who may 
be the police), to leave and you refuse, 
you can be arrested for trespass. Also, 
remember it can be extremely dangerous 
to live in a condemned house. 

More than anything else you should be 
excited about moving out. It’s a huge 
adventure and it’s likely you will look 
back on these days as some of the most 
exciting and carefree of your life. Enjoy it, 
live it, love it. 

sex, you may be up for some unexpected 
tensions. It will take some time to get into 
the groove of your housemates, be patient 
and try to adapt, put yourself in their 
shoes. However, it does help to live with 
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In Session Two, Canned 
Laughter, in conjunction 
with the Source, will be 
staging a production of 
the smash-hit musical 
RENT in the Roundhouse. 
Profits from program 
sales will go to the Bobby 
Smith Foundation, funding 
research into childrens’ 
hospitals and cancer 
research. To find out more, 
Flick Strong sat down with 
RENT’s producer Josh 
Brandon. 
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Saturday Sunday
11 March 12 March

UNIBUDS - Buddhist Meditation 
Workshop lead by Ajahn Sujato

10am - 1pm
Ajahn Sujato is an Australian Buddhist 
Monk. In 1994 he left Australia to 
take higher ordination in Thailand 
in the forest of Ajahn Chah and 
lived there for several years. Learn 
meditation from an experienced guru. 
Contact Desy at 0421080504 or visit 



    



by Flick Strong

Share house living is all 
about freedom. You are 
the master of your fate 

and the captain of your soul. 
It’s also about sharing your 
life with other quasi-alcoholic, 
coffee-fuelled students. 
What other lifestyle allows 
you to bond with someone 
while running around in 
your smelly old sneakers, 
smacking the life out of giant 
cockroaches? There’s a 
wonderful co-operative vibe 
as you sit around with a nice 
cup of Berocca discussing 
all the drunken adventures 
of the night before. I’ve even 
been known to sit wrapped in 
blankets and gossiping whilst 
knitting scarves! 

I came to share house 
living after a couple of years. 
Eventually, the two hour 
round trip pushed me over 
the edge. That, and there’s 
only so much explaining you 
can do as your parents step 
over your half-conscious 
body slumped on the 

doorstep after a big night 
out! I mean, you’re only 
young after all, and what’s a 
few (dozen) beers going to 
do to you, right? 

So with freedom in my 
sights, I bunked up with 
two girlfriends in a house in 
North Fitzroy in Melbourne 
(this is kind of like living 
in Erskineville, just near 
Newtown). We were house 
sitting for three months. The 
house was amazing, an old 
refurbished pub, complete 
with outdoor toilet and a 
garage with the all time best 
roof upon which to sit and 
throw things at strangers!

During the three months, 
we went through countless 
cases of warm VB. You 
read correctly, warm VB. 
To this day I haven’t been 
able to stomach the stuff. 
Some mates of ours were 
working for Carlton United 
Breweries and could keep 



the grill and forgotten about. 
We had a delectable dinner of 
half burnt, half frozen spring 
rolls. 

As a girl, I have always had 
a morbid fascination with the 
unmitigated disaster zone 
a group of boys can create. 
Three of my good friends 
moved into a run-down old 
house near Uni, complete 
with backyard garage for a 
weights bench, beer fridge 
and stereo system pumping 
out Khe San. 
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 It’s as if combining boys, 
beer and a house meant a 
regression to the cave man 
era, complete with public 
urination, play fights and 
goon. I could spend all year 
writing about the crazy stuff 
I saw happen in that house, 
(including the ridiculously 
inane game of kick the 
soccer ball against the wall to 
make a mark) but one stands 
out above all the rest.

Despite their predisposition 
to peeing in the veggie 
patch, they did in fact 
have an outside toilet. It 
was disgusting. There was 
never any toilet paper and 
it looked and smelt as if it 
was last cleaned in a time 
when leg-warmers were still 
cool. One night I turned up 
at the house and excused 
myself to use the toilet. 
Upon entering the cubicle I 
detected the distinct twinge 
of smoke. What should I see 
but the rim of the seat was 
nice and blackened around 
the edges. Upon inquiring 
about this strange anomaly 
(and convincing myself I 
wasn’t that desperate to pee) 
I was informed with great 
satisfaction that the toilet was 
blocked so they had decided 
to blow it up! The best bit is 
that, apparently, the burning 
toilet paper hadn’t quite done 
the trick, so a half can of 
petrol had also been used! 
I was always aware of these 
pyromaniac tendencies, 
having witnessed a backyard 
bonfire the previous week, 
but this amazed me.

Even the geekier, less 
alcoholic houses can still 
wreak havoc. I recently heard 
of a household that recently 
discovered a nice big scorch 

mark in the carpet, after 
someone made the genius 
decision to leave a giant pile 
of cables, which linked the 
X-Box and the ten computers 
in the house to the television, 
under a beanbag. Apparently 
the smell of burning plastic 
had permeated the house for 
days but no one could quite 
work out where from.

Despite these stories, share-
living is one of a kind. When 
else can you live the lifestyle 
that affords continuous 
drinking sessions, mouldy 
food and the opportunity to 
throw CDs and other crap at 
each other from across the 
room? It can be one of the 
most amazing experiences 
of your life, but be careful, 
otherwise, you may find 
yourself in a house of horrors. 

Rules for 
harmonious 
share-house 
living:

•  Don’t move in with 
someone you have a crush on 
– it only ends in heartbreak (or 
bond break!)

•  Don’t move in with 
someone who has a crush on 
you! (see above)

•  Check out future flatmate’s 
general appearance and 
odour. If there’s something 
not quite right in the way they 
present themselves, chances 
are their idea of clean living 
arrangements might not quite 
meet yours

•  Mice aren’t good pets 
(neither are tarantulas!)

•  Just remember if all else 
fails, a crazy flatmate makes 
for a great careers in stand-up 
comedy!
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Book: The 
Summer Garden 
by Paullina 
Simons

T
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Cockatoo in Flight

This photo was taken from my street. 
A whole flock of cockatoos were quietly 
eating leaves in the trees, while I snapped 
away, them oblivious to my presence. 
With this one, I quickly followed him with 
my lens and shot. The camera’s motion 
can be seen in the blurred background.

Every week, students contribute their artwork to Visual Blitz and every year, Visual Blitz culminates in an exhibition of student 
work with prizes awarded to the winning entries. If you’re in the habit of making creative statements then Visual Blitz is your 
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I’m not sure how to enrol 
in tutorials: 

Most of your enrolment ca��倀c恓lt�嘀Ā
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