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Editor’s letter 

by Rob Gascoigne
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By Alex Serpo 

It’s a nostalgic kind of party. We 
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It’s funny to look back 
and remember the ebb 
and flow of childhood 

dreams. As an arts student, 
nothing puzzles me more 
than meeting students from 
other faculties who make 
statements like “ever since 
I was a child I wanted to 
be [insert relevant job]”. 
I never had that. Well no 
vocation anyway. I changed 
my mind on a day-to-day 
basis, normally in line with 
my favourite TV show. This 
indecisiveness (which, by 
the way, manifests itself in 

all facets of my life much to the 
chagrin of others) did not serve 
me well through the process of 
selecting what degree I wanted 
to do. Lucky for me there’s a 
course for the world’s chronically 
indecisive – the Bachelor of Arts!

In my final year of my stupidly 
long undergrad degree, I am 
contemplating the strange 
concept of getting a ‘real’ 
job. Whilst my friends emerge 
as doctors, lawyers and 
accountants, I will be leaving with 
absolutely no idea what exactly 
I’m qualified to do. 

As much as I defend the 
BA as an integral degree for 
providing excellent training for 
pub trivia, I doubt I ever made 
the statement: ‘when I grow 
I want to be Arts Grad bum’. 
Don’t get me wrong – I can 
write a killer essay that has no 
practical application; I can give 
an oral presentation complete 
with pretty overheads on 
any topic; I also have finely 
honed diplomatic skills gained 
from weaselling my way into 
extensions on assignments, 
but honestly what job am I 
actually qualified to do? The 

closest skill-set I can come up 
with is that of a politician and 
trust me, been there, done that 
– it’s really not cool.

I’m warning you now, if I ever 
hear the words “When I grow 
up, I want to be an unfocused, 
albeit erudite, Arts Graduate” 
coming from a small child’s 
mouth, I will do them a favour. 
I’ll sit them down to watch 
endless hours of Scrubs.

Flick Strong
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My inner monologue.
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Well, we have been 
heavily influenced by artists 
like Mark Rae, Dynamo 
Productions, Z-Trip, Cut 
Chemist, DJ Shadow, 
Malente, Freestylers (big 
beat era) – and on the local 
front by people like Mark 
Walton. But our greatest 
ongoing influences must be 
Jim (Beam), Jack (Daniels), 
Johnny (Walker) and 
James (Boag). We feel their 
influence heavily. Every time 
we play. Then, of course, 

there is the enrolment officer who 
took out an APO (apprehended 
procrastination order) against me 
and precluded me from enrolling 
for my twentieth consecutive 
semester.
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