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To deter boat arrivals

http://www.osb.border.gov.au/
http://www.osb.border.gov.au/
https://osb.homeaffairs.gov.au/In-Australia
https://osb.homeaffairs.gov.au/In-Australia
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/immigration-department-officials-screen-asylum-seekers-at-sea-via-teleconference-20140702-3b837.html
http://www.unhcr.org/afr/news/press/2014/7/53baa6ff6/returns-sri-lanka-individuals-intercepted-sea.html
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/news/statement-legal-scholars-regarding-situation-concerning-sri-lankan-asylum-seekers
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/news/statement-legal-scholars-regarding-situation-concerning-sri-lankan-asylum-seekers
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/asylum-seekers-and-refugees/publications/tell-me-about-enhanced-screening-process
https://minister.homeaffairs.gov.au/peterdutton/Pages/operation-sovereign-borders-reinforced.aspx
http://www6.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/HCA/2015/1.html
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prevent infringement of its immigration laws within its waters, that right is limited by 

Australia’s obligations under international refugee and human rights law. 

Australia has international obligations to assist those in distress at sea and to protect asylum 

seekers from refoulement (return to countries where they face a risk of persecution and 

other serious harms). If Australia turns back boats that are unseaworthy, or returns people to 

harm, it will be in breach of international law. UN representatives have found Australia to be 

in breach of these and other international obligations. 

What happens to people who Australia turns back at sea? 

Australia does not monitor (p120) what happens to people it returns under OSB. In 

Indonesia, several boats are reported to have run out of fuel or run aground after being left 

at the edge of Indonesian waters by Australian authorities. In Sri Lanka, passengers are 

generally taken into custody, where at least one returnee has claimed he was tortured. In 

Vietnam, several returnees have been charged and imprisoned, despite assurances from the 

Vietnamese Government that no returnees would face punishment for having fled. A number 

of returnees have fled their places of origin a second time and been found to be refugees by 

UNHCR. 

Do turnbacks save lives? 

The Government claims that turnbacks deter dangerous journeys to Australia by boat, thus 

avoiding deaths at sea. On the other hand, Australian navy officials have noted that turnback 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/oct/30/australias-asylum-boat-turnbacks-are-illegal-and-risk-lives-un-told
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/oct/30/australias-asylum-boat-turnbacks-are-illegal-and-risk-lives-un-told
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/estimate/0c5973fa-5b41-457f-af39-57df2971a205/toc_pdf/Legal%20and%20Constitutional%20Affairs%20Legislation%20Committee_2015_05_25_3493_Official.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-01-07/indonesia-says-australian-navy-towed-back-asylum-seeker-boat/5187232
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-01-07/indonesia-says-australian-navy-towed-back-asylum-seeker-boat/5187232
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/immigration/sri-lankan-asylumseeker-in-second-torture-case/news-story/a9f57127b119b65a8cd912b29f30b3e9.
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/may/24/vietnamese-asylum-seekers-forcibly-returned-by-australia-face-jail
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/may/24/vietnamese-asylum-seekers-forcibly-returned-by-australia-face-jail
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/politics/2015/01/31/sinhalese-asylum-seekers-water-claims-accepted-un/14226228001441
https://minister.homeaffairs.gov.au/peterdutton/Pages/1000-days-strong-secure-borders.aspx
https://theconversation.com/factcheck-did-1200-refugees-die-at-sea-under-labor-38094
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/say-we-vote-to-turn-back-those-boats-what-next-20130712-2pvkg.html
http://kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/Research%20Brief_Turning%20back%20boats_final.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/ijrl/article-abstract/27/4/536/1567138/Turning-Back-the-Boats-Australia-s-Interdiction-of?redirectedFrom=fulltext
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/witness-reveals-asylum-seeker-suicide-attempts-on-high-seas-20140119-312s1.html
http://http/www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/first-lifeboat-used-to-return-56-asylum-seekers-20140116-30y0d.html
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/immigration/sri-lankan-asylumseeker-in-second-torture-case/news-story/a9f57127b119b65a8cd912b29f30b3e9
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/may/24/vietnamese-asylum-seekers-forcibly-returned-by-australia-face-jail
https://uploads.guim.co.uk/2017/05/02/Policy_Brief_4_Interdiction_of_asylum_seekers_at_sea.pdf
http://kaldorcentre.law.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/Research%20Brief_Turning%20back%20boats_final.pdf
http://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/Policy_Brief_4_Interdiction_of_asylum_seekers_at_sea.pdf
http://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/Policy_Brief_4_Interdiction_of_asylum_seekers_at_sea.pdf
http://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/expert_roundtable_regional_cooperation
http://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/expert_roundtable_regional_cooperation
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