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Committee Secretary  

Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade References Committee  

Department of the Senate  

PO Box 6100  

Parliament House  

Canberra ACT 2600  

 

BY ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION  

 

8 October 2021 

 
Dear Committee Secretary,  
 

Committee inquiry into Australia’s engagement in Afghanistan 
 
As members of the Kaldor Centre for International Refugee Law at UNSW, we welcome the 



Australia’s response to displacement from and within Afghanistan 
 
The Taliban takeover of Afghanistan in August 2021 has exacerbated the displacement of 
people from and within Afghanistan. The UN refugee agency, UNHCR, estimates that more 
than half a million Afghans may be forced to flee into neighbouring countries by the end of 
2021.1 Around 630,000 people have been displaced within the country since the beginning 
of 2021, adding to a total of more than 3.5 million internally displaced.2 
 
There are currently more than 4,000 Afghans who have already sought protection in 
Australia and are living in this country on temporary visas, faced with the threat of 
deportation and prevented by the terms of these visas from reuniting with family members. 
There are also around 55 Afghan nationals held in closed immigration detention, some of 
whom, as the Australian Human Rights Commission has noted, ‘have faced extensive 
periods of detention’.3 While the Australian Government has announced that no Afghan visa 
holder who is currently in Australia will be returned to Afghanistan ‘while the security 
situation there remains dire’, this essentially temporary response needlessly obstructs 
refugees’ stability, which is 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/88385
https://www.unhcr.org/en-au/news/press/2021/9/6142261f4/un-high-commissioner-refugees-completes-three-day-visit-afghanistan.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-au/news/press/2021/8/612c87444/airlift-news-comment-attributable-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-au/news/press/2021/8/612c87444/airlift-news-comment-attributable-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo.html
https://humanrights.gov.au/about/news/commission-statement-australias-response-afghanistan-crisis
https://humanrights.gov.au/about/news/commission-statement-australias-response-afghanistan-crisis
https://minister.homeaffairs.gov.au/AlexHawke/Pages/afghanistan-statement.aspx
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170_Indonesia_Transit_Country_No_More_Research_Report.pdf


https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/09/address-by-the-honourable-marc-garneau-pc-mp-minister-of-foreign-affairs-of-canada-at-the-general-debate-of-the-76th-united-nations-general-assembl.html
https://www.state.gov/report-to-congress-on-proposed-refugee-admissions-for-fiscal-year-2022/
https://www.state.gov/report-to-congress-on-proposed-refugee-admissions-for-fiscal-year-2022/
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/88385
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/sites/kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/files/Kaldor%20Centre%20Principles%20for%20Australian%20Refugee%20Policy.pdf
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/publication/policy-brief-7-special-humanitarian-intakes-enhancing-protection-through-targeted
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/publication/cost-australias-asylum-policy
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/publication/cost-australias-asylum-policy


A pathway for safe and orderly departure 
 

6. The UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi, has noted that of the more 
than 3.5 million internally displaced Afghans, most ‘have no regular channels through 
which to seek safety’.13  
 

7. The establishment of such channels 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-au/news/press/2021/8/612c87444/airlift-news-comment-attributable-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-au/news/press/2021/8/612c87444/airlift-news-comment-attributable-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo.html
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14620.doc.htm
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports/2021/8/16/refugees-international-letter-to-president-biden-urges-immediate-action-to-protect-afghans-at-risk
https://wrmcouncil.org/news/statement/confronting-the-crisis-in-afghanistan-eight-priorities-for-the-international-community/
https://wrmcouncil.org/news/statement/confronting-the-crisis-in-afghanistan-eight-priorities-for-the-international-community/
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/urgent-statement-aprrn-calls-concerted-efforts-ensure-protection-during
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/urgent-statement-aprrn-calls-concerted-efforts-ensure-protection-during
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_71_1.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/gcr/GCR_English.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/gcr/GCR_English.pdf


12. As the Kaldor Centre has noted, orderly departure programs must be additional to 
other avenues to protection (such as the right to seek asylum directly through 
national asylum procedures, and existing annual resettlement programs).18  

 
13. Orderly departure must have transparent and flexible application criteria and 

processes, to ensure that individuals who are at risk of persecution or other serious 
harm can make an informed decision about whether they can apply and safely wait 
for their application to be finalized. Procedures should be flexible enough to allow 
individuals to move into another country, and back again if necessary, while their 
application is in progress. Protection safeguards include the ability of unsuccessful 
applicants to know the reason for their rejection, to appeal and, if their circumstances 

https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/publication/policy-brief-8-safe-journeys-and-sound-policy-expanding-protected-entry-refugees
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/publication/policy-brief-8-safe-journeys-and-sound-policy-expanding-protected-entry-refugees

