
Introduction 
• In November 2016, regulation was introduced that provided Australians access to medical cannabis through a prescription pathway. 

• Findings from the National Drug Strategy Household Survey indicate that only a fraction of people who used cannabis for medical purposes were prescribed by a doctor [1].

• Existing research indicates that barriers to accessing prescribed cannabis include the perceived unaffordability of prescribed products, difficulties in finding a prescriber, and 

concerns regarding confidentiality and stigma. However, it is unknown whether there are specific challenges in transitioning people who are already accessing illicit cannabis 

products to prescribed products. 

Methods
• The Illicit Drug Reporting System (IDRS) interviews people who regularly (i.e., ≥6 

days in the last 6 months) inject drugs and the Ecstasy and Related Drug 

Reporting System (EDRS) interviews people who regularly use ecstasy and/or 

other illicit stimulants. 

• Participants must have injected (IDRS) or used ecstasy and/or other illicit 

stimulants (IDRS) at least six days in the last six months, be 18 years or older, and 

have been residing in the capital city where the interview took place for at least 

10 of the last 12 months preceding the interview. 

• In 2024, 740 EDRS and 884 IDRS participants were interviewed nationally between 

April - July. 

• Questions regarding cannabis prescription access were introduced in 2024, and 

will be analysed using descriptive analyses. 

Results
• Among those who reported recent non-prescribed cannabis use (Table 1), the 

majority of the EDRS (83%) and IDRS (84%) participants did not try to obtain a 

prescription. 

• The most common reasons reported for not attempting to obtain a prescription 

among those who reported recent non-prescribed cannabis use was due to 

participants not wanting a script (50% EDRS and 31% IDRS) and finding it easier 

to obtain cannabis without one (23% EDRS and 22% IDRS). A further 12% of EDRS 

and 13% of IDRS participants reported their reason for not attempting to get a 
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