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Procedure Statement 

Purpose 

This procedure sets out the responsibilities and bodies governing human 
research and its ethical considerations following the National Statement's 
requirements on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (henceforth referred to 
as the National Statement) and other relevant codes and legislation. 

Scope 
The procedure applies to all staff and research students at UNSW and 
affiliated centres and institutes conducting human research in Australia and 
overseas. 

Are Local Documents on this 
subject permitted? 

☐ Yes, however, Local Documents must be consistent with this 

University-wide Document 

☒  No 

Procedure Processes and Actions 
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1. Preamble 

Human research, including research with or about people or their data or tissue, is governed by ethical 
principles embedded in codes and legislation. History has shown that wilful or inadvertent research 
conduct can harm participants and erode public trust in research. C
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Negligible risk research 
research in which there is no foreseeable risk of harm or discomfort, and any 
foreseeable risk is of inconvenience only. Examples of inconvenience may include filling 
in a form, participating in a street survey, or giving up time to participate in research. 

Serious adverse event 
serious or unexpected physical, psychological, financial, social, or cultural harm to a 
research participant or researcher. 
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