
Sc
ho

ol
 o

f M
in

er
al

s 
& 

En
er

gy
 R

es
ou

rc
es

 E
ng

in
ee

rin
g 

 //
  U

N
SW

  E
ng

in
ee

rin
g

PTRL2010
Business Practices in the Petroleum Industry

Term Three  //  2020

PTRL2010 Term 3, 2020 published at 14-09-2020 // © University of New South Wales, 2020
1



Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Ying Da Wang yingda.wang@unsw.edu.au On Request

Convenors

mailto:mere.teaching@unsw.edu.au
https://www.engineering.unsw.edu.au/minerals-energy-resources/


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Communication skills: Background research for interviews and guidelines for conduct during interviews.
Meeting skills. Preparing written reports, memoranda and resumes. Oral presentation skills and slide
preparation. Ethical issues in petroleum industry.

Business Practices: Joint Ventures, production sharing contracts, gas contracts, oil and gas company
structures, types of interest, acreage and reserves acquisition, farming/farmouts, company annual
reports, company special reports, reserves reporting, relations with Governments and partners.

Course Aims

This course aims to help students -

1. To improve verbal and written business presentation and communication skills.
2. To give an appreciation of oil and gas industry business practices.

Course Learning Outcomes

After successfully completing this course, you should be able to:

Learning Outcome EA Stage 1 Competencies

1. Present themselves and an argument in a professional and
effective manner, in person, orally and in writing using simple
business English

PE3.2, PE3.4, PE3.5

2. Understand business terminology and practices of the oil & gas
industry

PE1.6

3. Understand the elements of petroleum law, oil and gas
accounting and reserves estimation

PE1.5

4. Understand the basics of environmental protection and the
challenges and opportunities presented by shale gas and coal
seam gas

PE1.6

5. Understand the basics of employment contracts

Teaching Strategies 

Please refer to the information in Moodle

PTRL2010 Term 3, 2020 published at 14-09-2020 // © University of New South Wales, 2020
3





Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 14 September -
18 September

Lecture Petroleum Fiscal Policy

Week 2: 21 September -
25 September

Lecture Petroleum Assets and Reserves

Week 3: 28 September -
2 October

Lecture Petroleum Environmental Policy

Week 4: 5 October - 9
October

Lecture Unconventional Resources

Week 5: 12 October - 16
October

Lecture Petroleum Accounting

Week 7: 26 October - 30
October

Lecture Writing Skills

Week 8: 2 November - 6
November

Lecture Presentation Skills

Week 9: 9 November -
13 November

Lecture Catch-up Week

Week 10: 16 November -
20 November

Lecture Catch-up Week

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2020/PTRL2010.html


Resources

Recommended Resources

Not available

Course Evaluation and Development

At the end of each course, all students will have the opportunity to complete a course evaluation form.
These anonymous surveys help us understand your views of the course, your lecturers and the course
materials. We are continuously improving our courses based on student feedback, and your perspective
is valuable.

Feedback is given via https://student.unsw.edu.au/myexperience and you will bti0〰〰〠呦呦‰⸰〠〮〰‰攰〰⁔昮〰〰䨠䕨㑲㑲㐳灥⡭吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㈮㔱㤶㠵‵㘷⸸㐰㔸〠呤⁛㔀一漀琸礀漀甀 攩崠告⁅吠儊〮〠告⁅吠儊氀氀 戀琀氀攀琀攀 愀 挀漀甀爀〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㈮㔱㤶㠵‵㘷⸸㐰㔸〠呤⁛㈀䄀琀‸㐀礀漀甀挀漀渀琀氀

https://student.unsw.edu.au/myexperience


Submission of Assessment Tasks

The School has developed a guideline to help you when submitting a course assignment.

We encourage you to retain a copy of every assignment submitted for assessment for your own record
either in hardcopy or electronic form.

All assessments must have an assessment cover sheet attached.

Late Submission of an Assignment

Full marks for an assignment are only possible when an assignment is received by the due date. 

We understand that at times you may not be able to submit an assignment on time, and the School will
accommodate any fair and reasonable extension. We would recommend you review the UNSW Special
Consideration guidelines – see section below.

Late submission will not be accepted and will be considered as no submission.

Special Consideration

You can apply for special consideration through The Nucleus Student Hub when illness or other
circumstances interfere with your assessment performance. Sickness, misadventure or other
circumstances beyond your control may:

Prevent you from completing a course requirement
Keep you from attending an assessable activity
Stop you submitting assessable work for a course
Significantly affect your performance in assessable work, be it a formal end-of-semester
examination, a class test, a laboratory test, a seminar presentation or any other form of
assessment

We ask that you please contact the Course Convenor immediately once you have completed the special
consideration application, no later than one week from submission.

More details on special consideration can be found at: www.student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration

Student Support

The University and the Faculty provide a wide range of support services for students, including:

Significantly aㄷla5‷㌠not irotntarignity



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Your lecturer and the University will expect your submitted assignments are truly your own work. UNSW
has very clear guidelines on what plagiarism is and how to avoid it. Plagiarism is using the words or
ideas of others and presenting them as your own. Plagiarism is a type of intellectual theft. It can take



Academic Information

Course Results

For details on UNSW assessment policy, please visit: www.student.unsw.edu.au/assessment

In some instances your final course result may be withheld and not released on the UNSW planned date.
This is indicated by a course grade result of either:

LE – indicates you have not completed one or more items of assessment; or

https://student.unsw.edu.au/assessment
https://www.engineering.unsw.edu.au/minerals-energy-resources/publication/report-writing-guide
https://www.covid19studyonline.unsw.edu.au/






Appendix: Engineers Australia (EA) Professional Engineer Competency
Standard

Program Intended Learning Outcomes

Knowledge and skill base

PE1.1 Comprehensive, theory based understanding of the underpinning natural and
physical sciences and the engineering fundamentals applicable to the engineering discipline

PE1.2 Conceptual understanding of the mathematics, numerical analysis, statistics, and
computer and information sciences which underpin the engineering discipline

PE1.3 In-depth understanding of specialist bodies of knowledge within the engineering
discipline

PE1.4 Discernment of knowledge development and research directions within the
engineering discipline

PE1.5 Knowledge of engineering design practice and contextual factors impacting the
engineering discipline

✔

PE1.6 Understanding of the scope, principles, norms, accountabilities and bounds of
sustainable engineering practice in the specific discipline

✔

Engineering application ability

PE2.1 Application of established engineering methods to complex engineering problem
solving

PE2.2 Fluent application of engineering techniques, tools and resources

PE2.3 Application of systematic engineering synthesis and design processes

PE2.4 Application of systematic approaches to the conduct and management of engineering
projects

Professional and personal attributes

PE3.1 Ethical conduct and professional accountability

PE3.2 Effective oral and written communication in professional and lay domains ✔

PE3.3 Creative, innovative and pro-active demeanour

PE3.4 Professional use and management of information ✔

PE3.5 Orderly management of self, and professional conduct ✔

PE3.6 Effective team membership and team leadership
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