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Making an Impact out in the World 
 

Advisian Professor for Transport Innovation 
Chair, Research Management Committee 
Director of the Research Centre for Integrated Transport Innovation 

Your position is part-funded by Advisian (formerly Evans and Peck) how did this come 
about? 

UNSW has historically been very strong in the transport space and in 2011 formed a 
joint initiative with NICTA, the national ICT lab, as well as Evans & Peck to establish 
initial funding for staffing at the Centre. Subsequent funding followed quickly from the 
Australian Research Council (ARC) and Transport for New South Wales (TfNSW). 

As an infrastructure-based advisory firm, Evans & Peck wanted to support thought 
leadership and academic insight into transport issues so they established the Evans & 
Peck Professor for Transport Innovation Chair at UNSW in 2011. This basically means 
they provided funding to create a position that otherwise wouldn’t exist. 

It was really an alignment of these four strategic initiatives (ARC, NICTA, TfNSW and 
Evans & Peck) that enabled rCITI to be established and grow rapidly. Since then Evans 
& Peck has transformed into Advisian a new global advisory firm. In November 2015, 
they formally expressed their high level of satisfaction with our team at rCITI by signing 
up to support the Advisian Professor for Transport Innovation Chair into the future. 

What I would say is – we have a passion for 
solving your problems. 

 How has the Centre grown? 

Before I relocated from the States to take up the position in 2011 the transport program 
had one academic, one PhD student and no external funding whatsoever. In the past 
four years we’ve grown to 10 teaching and research staff, 23 PhD students, and we’ve 
brought in more than $5 million in external funding. 
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What types of industry projects do you typically work on? 

We have formed partnerships with companies in industry, government agencies and 
non
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research being done by the team on projects ranging from the impact of autonomous 
vehicles and road pricing structures, through to the development of analytical tools that 
can help shape future thinking in this area. 


