
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

COURSE DETAILS 

Units of Credit 4 + 4 + 4 

Contact hours as agreed with supervisor 

Course Coordinators Terms 1 & 2: 
  Dr Daniel O’Shea 
  email: d.oshea@unsw.edu.au 
  office: CE213 in Civil and Environmental Engineering Building (H20) 
 

  Term 3:  
Dr Richard Collins 

                              email: richard.collins@unsw.edu.au 
  office: CE103 in Valentine Annex (H22) 
  

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COURSE 
 
THIS COURSE PROFILE SHOULD ONLY BE REFERRED TO FOR STUDENTS WHO HAVE STARTED CVEN9451 
IN 2020.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: FOR STUDENTS WHO COMPLETED CVEN9451 IN T3 2019 AND DIDN’T ENROL IN CVEN9452 
IN T1 2020 AND ARE TAKING CVEN9452 IN T2, PLEASE REFER TO THE COURSE PROFILE PUBLISHED IN T3 
2019. 
 
 
This course is in three parts. Thesis A is undertaken in the first term of enrolment. Thesis A is a prerequisite for Thesis 
B and Thesis B is a prerequisite for Thesis C.  
 
By default, students must ordinarily take Masters Thesis A, B and C in each consecutive term. 
 
With School permission, students may request to take Masters Thesis A in the first term then Masters B + C together 
in the second term. This option is strictly limited only to students who can demonstrate the ability to progress.  Further 
details are provided in the ASSESSMENT section below.  
 
Students may be exempted of completing a Master’s Coursework Thesis if they have previously completed a 
recognised Thesis in their undergraduate studies or further postgraduate studies. See further details in the section on 
“Who is required to complete a Thesis?”. 
 

HANDBOOK DESCRIPTION 
  
The thesis may describe directed laboratory, investigatory, design, field or research work on an approved subject and 
will be completed under the guidance and supervision of a member of the School’s academic staff. 
 
Online Handbook description is available at myUNSW: 
 
  

http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/2020/CVEN9451.html
http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/2020/CVEN9452.html
http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/2020/CVEN9453.html
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PROCEDURE FOR SELECTION AND CONFIRMATION OF A THESIS TOPIC (CVEN9451) 

 

1.FIND A SUPERVISOR: 

Option 1. If you are employed and your employer is willing to nominate a topic and co-supervise the thesis, you can 
choose to do your thesis in external or distance mode. 
 
You will have to find an academic supervisor within the school to assist with administration and assessment. This 
should be an academic from the appropriate discipline. Please see the link below. 
 
http://www.engineering.unsw.edu.au/civil-engineering/academic-staff-list-a-z 
 
Option 2. If you are not employed or your employer is not willing to nominate a topic and co-supervise the thesis, you 
have to complete the thesis in internal mode. Browse online the selection of available topics and contact potential 
supervisors.  The internet link is provided below (to work it needs to be cut and pasted in your browser):  
 
http://intranet.civeng.unsw.edu.au/info-about/student-intranet/honours#master 
 
Note: It is unlikely that this list is fully up to date and comprehensive – it is strongly advised that individual students 
approach School teaching staff in area(s) of potential interest, to explore the range of possible thesis topics that may 
be available. 
 
Different modes of delivery and their requirements 
 
Internal: This mode applies to all students who choose a topic under option 2. They have to find a supervisor internally 
and complete all components within the School. As part of their examination, they are required to submit an abstract 
and give a seminar presentation or video presentation within CVEN9453. 
 
External: This mode applies to students who choose a topic under option 1, i.e. they have an external employer to co-
supervise their Thesis. If the student resides within the Sydney Basin, the student will submit a thesis abstract and 
give a research seminar or video presentation within CVEN9453 as part of the thesis examination. 
 
Distance: This mode applies to students who choose a topic under option 1, i.e. they have an external employer to 
co-supervise their Thesis. If the student resides outside the Sydney Basin, this student will have the option to submit 
a video presentation 

http://www.engineering.unsw.edu.au/civil-engineering/academic-staff-list-a-z
http://intranet.civeng.unsw.edu.au/info-about/student-intranet/honours#master
https://www.engineering.unsw.edu.au/civil-engineering/student-resources/policies-procedures-and-forms/student-forms
http://intranet.civeng.unsw.edu.au/info-about/student-intranet/submit-thesis-application-form
http://intranet.civeng.unsw.edu.au/info-about/student-intranet/submit-thesis-application-form
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http://intranet.civeng.unsw.edu.au/research-thesis-upload-page
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LATE PROCEDURE – In all cases, applications for late submission can be applied for BEFORE the due date. This 
is at the discretion of the Thesis Coordinator, but should only be granted in exceptional circumstances.  As per 
normal, students can also apply through myUNSW for special consideration. 

 
Further information on what constitutes special consideration, and how to apply for it, can be found at this website: 

 
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration  

 
 
LATE PENALTIES (when special consideration hasn’t been submitted and accepted) 
 

- For all assignments other than the thesis – zero (0) marks are awarded after the due date and time. 

- For the thesis – 5 marks are taken off the grade for the thesis every day it is late. Any thesis not submitted within 
13 days after the deadline will be finalised at zero (0) marks. 

 

RELEVANT RESOURCES 
 
The online reference provided below is directed at final year Honours undergraduate students.  However, for all 
practical purposes, there are many similarities in the academic expectations of Honours and Masters by Coursework 
theses.  Furthermore, students are encouraged to utilise the excellent resources at the UNSW Learning Centre during 
their thesis research. 
 

¶ Honours Thesis Writing for Engineering and Science Students: https://student.unsw.edu.au/honours-thesis-
writing-engineering-and-science-students 

¶ UNSW Learning Centre: https://student.unsw.edu.au/individual-consultations-academic-support  
 

Additional material to use: 

¶ Topic material as directed by your supervisor. 

¶ Materials provided by course coordinator.  

HEALTH & SAFETY  
 
UNSW is committed to the health and safety of all people who work, study, visit UNSW campuses.  Health and safety 
are intrinsic to the way UNSW does business and UNSWs overall aim is “Harm to Zero”, with the expectation that no 
person shall come to any harm while working, studying or visiting UNSW. 
 
UNSW will comply with the NSW Work Health and Safety Act 2011 and the Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011. 
 
Details about UNSW Health and Safety commitment are available online: 
https://safety.unsw.edu.au/unsw-health-and-safety-policy-statement 
 
and comprehensive information about UNSW’s Health and Safety can be found on: 
http://safety.unsw.edu.au/ 
 
Student requirements, training and responsibilities 
 
As a student undertaking a Masters’ coursework thesis you are often undertaking experimental works in laboratories, 
attending data collection in the field or participating in community consultations. Independent of your thesis topic, the 
expectation is that you adhere to the UNSW Health & Safety policies.  
 
Every Masters’ coursework student must complete online safety training at the beginning of Masters’ Project A by the 
end of Week 2.  
 
All students have to complete the following online training: 

- On-Line Work Health & Safety Awareness 
- On-Line Ergonomics 

 
Students working in the laboratory also have to complete: 

- On-Line Laboratory Safety Awareness 
- On-Line Green Lab Environment Compliance 

 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration
https://student.unsw.edu.au/individual-consultations-academic-support
https://safety.unsw.edu.au/unsw-health-and-safety-policy-statement
http://safety.unsw.edu.au/


http://safety.unsw.edu.au/Training/student-training
https://student.unsw.edu.au/dates
https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
https://www.engineering.unsw.edu.au/civil-engineering/student-resources/policies-procedures-and-forms


MASTERS RESEARCH THESIS A COURSE PROGRAM 
 

Week Milestones Suggested Activities Assessment/Workshops 

1 
Confirm Thesis Topic and 
Enrolment 

Attend Lunchtime Orientation Session 

Orientation Session  
Date/time: Wednesday 3rd 
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MASTERS RESEARCH THESIS B COURSE PROGRAM 
 

Week Milestones Suggested Activities Assessment/Workshops 

1 
Receive review of 
Component A2 from 
supervisor(s) 

Undertake thesis research with Supervisor(s) guidance.  

2  Undertake thesis research with Supervisor(s) guidance.  

3  
Attend Lunchtime Workshop – ‘Thesis Writing Workshop” 
 

Thesis Writing Workshop  
Date/time: Wednesday 17th June 12 – 1:00pm 
(week 3) 
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MASTERS RESEARCH THESIS C COURSE PROGRAM 
 

Week Milestones Suggested Activities 
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