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ABOUT THE CENTRE
The Social Policy Research Centre (SPRC) is a specialist research centre 
based within UNSW Arts & Social Sciences. 

https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/areas/care/
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/areas/disability/
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/areas/families-and-communities/
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/areas/measures-of-social-inequality-and-wellbeing/
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/areas/policy-design-impact-and-evaluation/
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/areas/chinese-social-policy/
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/about-us/people/?type=Academic
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/education-training/postgraduate-research/
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/partners/funding-partners/
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We continue with our dedicated teaching program with a specialist offering 
provided to postgraduate students which draws upon the expertise 
of our staff over a range of social policy areas. Our staff are active 
as supervisors for higher degree research students with 19 students 
supervised by SPRC staff. We celebrated with SPRC staff member BJ 
Newtown on the award of her PhD in which she investigated Aboriginal 
parents’ and workers’ perceptions on child safety and wellbeing.

We welcomed Associate Professor Bingqin Li to the SPRC family. Bingqin 
was recruited to lead the SPRC Chinese Social Policy program as part of 
the UNSW Strategic Hire initiative. SPRC Deputy Director Dr kylie valentine 
was promoted to Associate Professor. Gianfranco Giuntoli and Megan 
Blaxland were promoted to Research Fellow.

Other new staff welcomed to the team included Research Associates 
Yuvisthi Naidoo and Ariella Meltzer, who were both former SPRC PhD 
students, as well as Hazel Blunden, Priscilla Johnson and Celestyna 
Galicki. Our Research Support team welcomed Hanne Bjellaanes and 
Joanna Holcombe.  

We also farwelled Margaret Raven, Jane Bullen and Andrew Griffiths while 
Kelley Johnson has moved to a visiting appointment. 

Thank you to all at SPRC who have welcomed me very warmly. On behalf 
of SPRC I thank our funders and collaborators who contribute so much to 
this dynamic and exciting work. 

Professor Carla Treloar



Social Policy Research Centre  |  Annual Report 2016         4 

OUR OBJECTIVES
Our work in 2017 will continue to be guided by the following key objectives:

• Develop and respond to opportunities for research in our areas of 
interest and expertise

• Respond to new social policy issues by initiating and developing new 
streams of research

• Maintain a skilled workforce recognised for their expertise, commitment 
and professionalism

• Attract and support research scholars

• Build and maintain our profile so that we continue to be regarded as a 
pre-eminent social policy research centre 

• Ensure our work serves the UNSW 2025 strategy to achieve further 
academic excellence, global impact and social engagement
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OUR RESEARCH

Projects

https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/projects/?keyword=active+project+2016&researchArea=All&status=All&funding=All&postgraduate=All&start=&end=&advanced=Search
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/projects/?keyword=active+project+2016&researchArea=1&status=All&funding=All&postgraduate=All&start=&end=&advanced=Search
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/projects/?keyword=active+project+2016&researchArea=30&status=All&funding=All&postgraduate=All&start=&end=&advanced=Search
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/projects/?keyword=active+project+2016&researchArea=28&status=All&funding=All&postgraduate=All&start=&end=&advanced=Search
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/projects/?keyword=active+project+2016&researchArea=29&status=All&funding=All&postgraduate=All&start=&end=&advanced=Search
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/projects/?keyword=active+project+2016&researchArea=31&status=All&funding=All&postgraduate=All&start=&end=&advanced=Search
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/projects/?keyword=active+project+2016&researchArea=34&status=All&funding=All&postgraduate=All&start=&end=&advanced=Search
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/publications/browse/?keyword=&type=All&from=2016&to=2016&advanced=Search
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/publications/browse/?keyword=&type=Book+Chapters&from=2016&to=2016&advanced=Search
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/publications/browse/?keyword=&type=Books&from=2016&to=2016&advanced=Search
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/publications/browse/?keyword=&type=Conference+Presentations&from=2016&to=2016&advanced=Search
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/publications/browse/?keyword=&type=Journal+articles&from=2016&to=2016&advanced=Search
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/research/publications/browse/?keyword=&type=Reports&from=2016&to=2016&advanced=Search
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Markets, migration and the work of care in Australia
Lead Chief Investigator: Deb Brennan (SPRC)
SPRC Chief Investigator: Liz Adamson
Awarded $369,110 by the Australian Research Council - Discovery Project

ASELLC Research Coordinator
Lead Chief Investigator: Ilan Katz (SPRC)
SPRC Chief Investigators: Sandra Gendera, Ciara Smyth
Awarded $336,706 by the Department of Social Services - Commonwealth 
Government Contract

Homelessness amongst Australian veterans
Lead Chief Investigator: Fiona Hilferty (SPRC)
SPRC Chief Investigators: Ilan Katz, Fred Zmudzki
Awarded $299,684 by the Australian Housing and Urban Research 
Institute/National Housing Research Program - Research Projects

The Deprivation Approach to Poverty: Analysis and Implementation
Lead Chief Investigator: Xiaoyuan Shang (SPRC)
SPRC Chief Investigators: Natasha Cortis, Karen Fisher
Awarded $285,000 by the Australian Research Council - Linkage Project

Review of child protection systems in four countries in South Asia
Lead Chief Investigator: Ilan Katz (SPRC)
SPRC Chief Investigators: Shona Bates, Andrew Griffiths, Bingqin Li
Awarded $245,294 by UNICEF - Contract Research

Faculty Infrastructure Project: Research support for grant 
management, community engagement and knowledge translation
Lead Chief Investigator: Carla Treloar (SPRC)
SPRC Chief Investigator: kylie valentine
Awarded $232,489 by UNSW - Research Infrastructure Scheme (RIS)

Child poverty, labour markets and social transfers
Lead Chief Investigator: Bruce Bradbury (SPRC)
Awarded $200,000 by the Australian Research Council - Discovery Project
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Evaluation of Settlement Services Grants
Lead Chief Investigator: Ilan Katz (SPRC)
SPRC Chief Investigators: Ciara Smyth, kylie valentine
Awarded $187,481 by the Department of Social Services - Commonwealth 
Government Contract

CSRH/SPRC strategic research development and dissemination 
support
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Implementation of the NDIS in the early childhood intervention sector 
in NSW
Lead Chief Investigator: Karen Fisher (SPRC)
SPRC Chief Investigators: Ilan Katz, Ariella Meltzer, Christiane Purcal
Awarded $126,976 by Early Childhood Intervention Australian NSW & ACT 
- Contract Research

An Australian Framework for Financial Wellbeing
Lead Chief Investigator: Kristy Muir (Centre for Social Impact)
SPRC Chief Investigators: Jane Bullen, Myra Hamilton, Peter Saunders, 
Melissa Wong
Awarded $120,132 by Financial Literacy Australia Limited - Contract 
Research

Evaluation of the Social Enterprise Development and Investment 
Funds
Lead Chief Investigator: Kristy Muir (Centre for Social Impact) 
SPRC Chief Investigator: Gianfranco Giuntoli
Awarded $120,224 by Department of Employment - Commonwealth 
Government Contract

Supported decision making project, phase two
Lead Chief Investigator: Kelley Johnson (SPRC)
SPRC Chief Investigators: Jane Bullen, Rosemary Kayess, Christiane 
Purcal
Awarded $116,734 by the Office of the Public Guardian - State 
Government Contract

beyondblue Support Service Research
Lead Chief Investigator: Fiona Hilferty (SPRC)
SPRC Chief Investigator: Ilan Katz
Awarded $111,530 by Medibank Health Solutions Pty Ltd - Contract 
Research
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Study Design Framework for the MRCA Rehabilitation Long-Term 
Study
Lead Chief Investigator: Ilan Katz (SPRC)
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Key Features of Institutions Responding Well: A study of positive 
case examples
Lead Chief Investigator: Ilan Katz (SPRC)
SPRC Chief Investigators: Gianfranco Giuntoli, BJ Newton



Social Policy Research Centre  |  Annual Report 2016         12 

Integrated Domestic Family Violence Services Evaluation
Lead Chief Investigator: Jan Breckenridge (School of Social Sciences)
SPRC Chief Investigator: kylie valentine
Awarded $33,675 by NSW Family and Community Services - State 
Government Contract

Precarious work in Community Services: Causes and consequences
Lead Chief Investigator: Natasha Cortis (SPRC)
SPRC Chief Investigator: Megan Blaxland
Awarded $29,972 by the Council of Social Services NSW - Contract 
Research

Mental Wellbeing Review
Lead Chief Investigator: Gianfranco Giuntoli (SPRC)
SPRC Chief Investigator: kylie valentine
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Workforce issues in the Specialist Homelessness Sector in NSW
Lead Chief Investigator: Natasha Cortis (SPRC)
Awarded $12,675 by Homelessness NSW - Contract Research

Systematic literature review: Institutional child sexual abuse and 
culturally and linguistically diverse communities
Lead Chief Investigator: Ilan Katz (SPRC)
Awarded $7,932 by Griffith University/Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse - Shared Contract



http://www.newsroom.unsw.edu.au/news/general/leading-universities-partner-tackle-global-challenges-plus-alliance
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/articles/-free-public-lecture-professor-lyn-craig-on-balancing-work-and-family/
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/articles/deans-research-awards-2016/
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/articles/unsw-appoints-16-new-scientia-professors/
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/about-us/people/karen-fisher/
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/about-us/people/kylie-valentine/
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/about-us/people/megan-blaxland/
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/about-us/people/xiaoyuan-shang/
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/about-us/people/melissa-wong/
https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/about-us/people/bruce-bradbury/


https://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/education-training/postgraduate-research/current-students/
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Student Supervisors
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Financial Performance
Statement of financial performance for the year ended 31 December 2016

Research Revenue 3,673

Donations and Bequest49

UNSW Contributions 614Faculty Contribution1,001Other Restricted Revenue105Sundry Other Revenue2 Tot al Revenu e5,444
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Centre Management

Centre Steering Committee
The Centre Steering Committee oversees the work of SPRC and is the 
major decision making body for the Centre. Steering Committee members 
provide leadership across the Centre, input to the Centre’s strategic plan, 
and advice on the Centre’s operations, financial position, new partnerships 
and funding opportunities. 

In 2016, the Centre Steering Committee members were:

• Professor Eileen Baldry, Interim Dean, UNSW Arts & Social 
Sciences (Chair, part year)

• Professor Susan Dodds, Dean, UNSW Arts & Social Sciences 
(Chair, part year)

•  Professor Duncan McDuie-Ra, Associate Dean Research, UNSW 
Arts & Social Sciences (part year)

• Dr David Bright, Associate Dean Research, UNSW Arts & Social 
Sciences (part year)

•  Professor Lyn Craig, Director, CSRH

•  David Cami, Associate Director, CSRH

•  Melissa Roughley, Faculty General Manager, UNSW Arts & Social 
Sciences

•  
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The Steering Committee met on the following dates:

2 March 2016
Attended by: Eileen Baldry (Interim Dean, UNSW Arts & Social Sciences), 
Duncan McDuie-Ra (Associate Dean Research), Lyn Craig (Director, 
SPRC), kylie valentine (Deputy Director, SPRC), David Cami (Associate 
Director, SPRC), Melissa Roughley (Faculty General Manager), Jaimin 
Bhatt (Faculty Finance Manager)

24 October 2016
Attended by: Susan Dodds (Dean, UNSW Arts & Social Sciences), David 
Bright (Associate Dean Research), Lyn Craig (Director, CSRH), kylie 
valentine (Deputy Director, SPRC), David Cami (Associate Director, CSRH), 
Jaimin Bhatt (Faculty Finance Manager)

13 December 2016
Attended by: Susan Dodds (Dean, UNSW Arts & Social Sciences), Lyn 
Craig (Director, CSRH), kylie valentine (Deputy Director, SPRC), David 
Cami (Associate Director, CSRH), Melissa Roughley (Faculty General 
Manager), Jaimin Bhatt (Faculty Finance Manager)

Senior Executive Team
The Senior Executive Team oversees the daily operations of SPRC and 
decisions that impact the Centre’s resources, policies, procedures and 



mailto:sprc%40unsw.edu.au?subject=
www.sprc.unsw.edu.au
https://twitter.com/SPRC_UNSW

