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DRUG LAW REFORM ʹ ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY  
 

Introduction  
Given ongoing discussions about drug law reform, the Drug Policy Modelling Program (DPMP) has put together a list of Australia and international reference material that addresses drug law 
reform explicitly. Our choice was guided by: 

 seminal pieces;  

 original contributions; and 

 a desire to include a range of reports and articles, that are all  publically accessible.  

 
Summary 

Gotsis, T., Angus, C. & 
Roth, L.  

2016 Illegal drug use and possession: 
current policy and debates (Briefing 
paper). NSW Parliamentary Research 
Service. 
 

The report provides an overview of personal and community harms from drug use, and drug policy 
considerations including national and NSW policy. Random roadside testing, diversion programs, harm 
reduction programs, and pill testing are discussed. Legal models are outlined by approach to drugs, 
use/possess offences, treatment, harm reduction and supply/manufacture offences for prohibition, 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/researchpapers/Documents/Illegal%20drug%20use%20and%20possession%20current%20policy%20and%20debates.pdf
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/researchpapers/Documents/Illegal%20drug%20use%20and%20possession%20current%20policy%20and%20debates.pdf
http://australia21.org.au/product/can-australia-respond-drugs-effectively-safely/
http://australia21.org.au/product/can-australia-respond-drugs-effectively-safely/
https://ndarc.med.unsw.edu.au/resource/decriminalisation-drug-use-and-possession-australia-briefing-note
https://ndarc.med.unsw.edu.au/resource/decriminalisation-drug-use-and-possession-australia-briefing-note
https://ndarc.med.unsw.edu.au/resource/decriminalisation-drug-use-and-possession-australia-briefing-note
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 What currently occurs in Australia 
 

NSW Bar Association 2015 Drug Policy Discussion Paper The Criminal Law Committee of the New South Wales Bar Association has released a discussion 
paper in relation to drug law reform. The committee concluded that prohibition has been largely 
ineffective at preventing the availability of prohibited drugs or in decreasing levels of use. Given the 
harm to individuals and society that results from prohibition, the time has come to give serious 
consideration to alternatives. The Bar Association will be hosted a conference on 29 May 2015 to 
debate the issues raised by the discussion paper with a range of stakeholders. 
 

http://www.nswbar.asn.au/the-bar-association/resources-and-publications
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/webdocs/Drugs_DP_final1.pdf
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/webdocs/Drugs_DP_final1.pdf
http://crg.aic.gov.au/reports/1314/35-1112-FinalReport.pdf
http://crg.aic.gov.au/reports/1314/35-1112-FinalReport.pdf
http://crg.aic.gov.au/reports/1314/35-1112-FinalReport.pdf
http://crg.aic.gov.au/reports/1314/35-1112-FinalReport.pdf
http://crg.aic.gov.au/reports/1314/35-1112-FinalReport.pdf
http://crg.aic.gov.au/reports/1314/35-1112-FinalReport.pdf
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=366887334489689;res=IELHSS
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=366887334489689;res=IELHSS
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=366887334489689;res=IELHSS
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=366887334489689;res=IELHSS
https://theconversation.com/decriminalisation-or-legalisation-injecting-evidence-in-the-drug-law-reform-debate-6321
https://theconversation.com/decriminalisation-or-legalisation-injecting-evidence-in-the-drug-law-reform-debate-6321
https://theconversation.com/decriminalisation-or-legalisation-injecting-evidence-in-the-drug-law-reform-debate-6321
http://www.australia21.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Alternatives-to-Prohibition-Final.pdf
http://www.australia21.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Alternatives-to-Prohibition-Final.pdf
http://www.australia21.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Alternatives-to-Prohibition-Final.pdf
http://australia21.org.au/product/the-prohibition-of-illicit-drugs-is-killing-and-criminalising-our-children-and-we-are-all-letting-it-happen/
http://australia21.org.au/product/the-prohibition-of-illicit-drugs-is-killing-and-criminalising-our-children-and-we-are-all-letting-it-happen/
http://australia21.org.au/product/the-prohibition-of-illicit-drugs-is-killing-and-criminalising-our-children-and-we-are-all-letting-it-happen/
https://theconversation.com/a-moral-argument-against-the-war-on-drugs-6304


https://theconversation.com/a-moral-argument-against-the-war-on-drugs-6304
http://www.australia21.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/ASIllicitDrugsBP1.pdf
http://www.australia21.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/ASIllicitDrugsBP1.pdf
http://www.australia21.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/ASIllicitDrugsBP1.pdf
http://www.australia21.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/ASIllicitDrugsBP1.pdf
http://www.australia21.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/ASIllicitDrugsBP1.pdf
http://www.australia21.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/ASIllicitDrugsBP1.pdf
http://www.australia21.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/ASIllicitDrugsBP1.pdf
http://search.informit.com.au/fullText;dn=796834310815148;res=IELHSS
http://search.informit.com.au/fullText;dn=796834310815148;res=IELHSS
http://search.informit.com.au/fullText;dn=796834310815148;res=IELHSS
http://ndri.curtin.edu.au/local/docs/pdf/publications/T177.pdf
http://ndri.curtin.edu.au/local/docs/pdf/publications/T177.pdf
http://ndri.curtin.edu.au/local/docs/pdf/publications/T177.pdf
http://ndri.curtin.edu.au/local/docs/pdf/publications/T177.pdf
http://ndri.curtin.edu.au/local/docs/pdf/publications/T177.pdf
http://www.tai.org.au/documents/dp_fulltext/DP83.pdf
http://www.tai.org.au/documents/dp_fulltext/DP83.pdf
http://www.tai.org.au/documents/dp_fulltext/DP83.pdf
http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/1546806
http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/1546806
http://espace.library.curtin.edu.au/R/?func=dbin-jump-full&object_id=19220&local_base=GEN01-ERA02
http://espace.library.curtin.edu.au/R/?func=dbin-jump-full&object_id=19220&local_base=GEN01-ERA02
http://espace.library.curtin.edu.au/R/?func=dbin-jump-full&object_id=19220&local_base=GEN01-ERA02
http://espace.library.curtin.edu.au/R/?func=dbin-jump-full&object_id=19220&local_base=GEN01-ERA02
http://espace.library.curtin.edu.au/R/?func=dbin-jump-full&object_id=19220&local_base=GEN01-ERA02
http://espace.library.curtin.edu.au/R/?func=dbin-jump-full&object_id=19220&local_base=GEN01-ERA02
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Drugs-Dilemma-A-Way-Forward/dp/B005GNSNKU
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Drugs-Dilemma-A-Way-Forward/dp/B005GNSNKU
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Daryal, M. 1999 Prices, Legalisation and Marijuana 
Consumption. Australia: Economics 
Research Centre, University of 
Western Australia. 
http://www.drugpolicy.org/docUploa
ds/MDPap.pdf 

This work considers the impact of changes in the price of cannabis on consumption rates (price 
elasticity of demand), 

http://www.drugpolicy.org/docUploads/MDPap.pdf
http://www.drugpolicy.org/docUploads/MDPap.pdf
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/41F09105FB3735F2CA2570370002A564/$File/mono36.pdf
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/41F09105FB3735F2CA2570370002A564/$File/mono36.pdf
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/41F09105FB3735F2CA2570370002A564/$File/mono36.pdf
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/41F09105FB3735F2CA2570370002A564/$File/mono36.pdf
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/41F09105FB3735F2CA2570370002A564/$File/mono36.pdf
http://www.druglibrary.org/schaffer/library/studies/aus/cannabis.htm
http://www.druglibrary.org/schaffer/library/studies/aus/cannabis.htm
http://www.druglibrary.org/schaffer/library/studies/aus/cannabis.htm
http://www.druglibrary.org/schaffer/library/studies/aus/cannabis.htm
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Table 2. International material on drug law reform 
 
 

Author(s) Year Reference and Link (CNTRL + Click to proceed to source) Summary 

New Zealand Drug 
Foundation 

2017 Whakawatea te Huarahi: A model drug law 2020 and 
beyond 

https://www.drugfoundation.org.nz/assets/uploads/Whakawatea-te-Huarahi-July2017.pdf
https://www.drugfoundation.org.nz/assets/uploads/Whakawatea-te-Huarahi-July2017.pdf
http://idpc.net/
http://idpc.net/
http://decrim.idpc.net/
http://www.release.org.uk/publications/quiet-revolution-drug-decriminalisation-policies-practice-across-globe
http://www.release.org.uk/publications/quiet-revolution-drug-decriminalisation-policies-practice-across-globe
http://idpc.net/
http://www.globalcommissionondrugs.org/reports/advancing-drug-policy-reform/
http://www.globalcommissionondrugs.org/reports/advancing-drug-policy-reform/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/IDEAS/publications/reports/pdf/LSE-IDEAS-After-the-Drug-Wars.pdf
http://www.lse.ac.uk/IDEAS/publications/reports/pdf/LSE-IDEAS-After-the-Drug-Wars.pdf
http://idpc.net/publications/2016/03/public-health-approach-to-drug-use-in-asia-decriminalisation
http://idpc.net/publications/2016/03/public-health-approach-to-drug-use-in-asia-decriminalisation


http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/topics/law/penalties-at-a-glance
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/topics/law/penalties-at-a-glance
http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR864.html
http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR864.html
http://www.tdpf.org.uk/resources/publications/how-regulate-cannabis-practical-guide
http://www.alicerap.eu/resources/documents/cat_view/1-alice-rap-project-documents/19-policy-paper-series.html
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session30/Documents/A_HRC_30_65_AEV.docx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session30/Documents/A_HRC_30_65_AEV.docx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/IDEAS/publications/reports/pdf/LSE-IDEAS-DRUGS-REPORT-FINAL-WEB01.pdf
http://www.lse.ac.uk/IDEAS/publications/reports/pdf/LSE-IDEAS-DRUGS-REPORT-FINAL-WEB01.pdf
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Author(s) Year Reference and Link (CNTRL + Click to proceed to source) Summary 

arguing for evidence-based, economically beneficial policies. This report is a good 
compliment to the 2016 report, providing a broader perspective on the global 
drug policy issues.  

EMCDDA 2014 Estimating public expenditure on drug-

http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/attachements.cfm/att_223772_EN_TDAU13007ENN.pdf
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/attachements.cfm/att_223772_EN_TDAU13007ENN.pdf
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/attachements.cfm/att_223772_EN_TDAU13007ENN.pdf
https://www.oas.org/docs/publications/LayoutPubgAGDrogas-ENG-29-9.pdf
https://www.oas.org/docs/publications/LayoutPubgAGDrogas-ENG-29-9.pdf
http://wfad.se/latest-news/1-articles/1989-the-portuguese-fallacy-and-the-absurd-medicalization-of-europe
http://wfad.se/latest-news/1-articles/1989-the-portuguese-fallacy-and-the-absurd-medicalization-of-europe
http://www.release.org.uk/sites/default/files/pdf/publications/Release_Quiet_Revolution_2013.pdf
http://www.release.org.uk/sites/default/files/pdf/publications/Release_Quiet_Revolution_2013.pdf
http://www.countthecosts.org/sites/default/the-full-OAS-introduction-and-analytical-report.pdf
http://www.countthecosts.org/sites/default/the-full-OAS-introduction-and-analytical-report.pdf
https://globalexchange.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Scenarios_Report.pdf
https://globalexchange.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Scenarios_Report.pdf


http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/dlr19.pdf
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/dlr19.pdf
http://www.beckleyfoundation.org/Roadmaps-to-Reform.pdf
http://www.beckleyfoundation.org/Roadmaps-to-Reform.pdf
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/dlr18.pdf
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/dlr18.pdf
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/dlr18.pdf
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/dlr18.pdf
http://www.iiss.org/en/publications/adelphi/by%20year/2012-e76b/drugs--insecurity-and-failed-states--the-problems-of-prohibition-sh-bbb4
http://www.iiss.org/en/publications/adelphi/by%20year/2012-e76b/drugs--insecurity-and-failed-states--the-problems-of-prohibition-sh-bbb4
http://www.drugpolicy.org/sites/default/files/IDPC-Drug-Policy-Guide_2nd-Edition.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/64663568/library/a-war-against-people-who-use-drugs-the-costs.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/64663568/library/a-war-against-people-who-use-drugs-the-costs.pdf
http://idpc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7988ee3f817fe418a60a5e9ec&id=09de993575&e=5a3e42d83c
http://www.amazon.com/Drugs-Without-Hot-David-Nutt/dp/1906860165
http://www.amazon.com/Drugs-Without-Hot-David-Nutt/dp/1906860165


http://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/policy-and-research/principles-of-modern-drug-policy
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/policy-and-research/principles-of-modern-drug-policy
http://www.countthecosts.org/alternative-world-drug-report
http://www.countthecosts.org/alternative-world-drug-report
http://www.countthecosts.org/alternative-world-drug-report
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(11)61423-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(11)61423-2
http://www.release.org.uk/sites/default/files/pdf/publications/Release_Quiet_Revolution_2013.pdf
http://www.release.org.uk/sites/default/files/pdf/publications/Release_Quiet_Revolution_2013.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(11)61674-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(11)61674-7
http://www.wfad.se/latest-news/52-wfad2012/1197-international-agreement-on-drug-policy-signed-in-stockholm
http://www.wfad.se/latest-news/52-wfad2012/1197-international-agreement-on-drug-policy-signed-in-stockholm
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https://books.google.com.au/books/about/Marijuana_Legalization.html?id=mO0CTJCZsiQC&redir_esc=y
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21985069
http://www.soros.org/reports/drug-policy%20portugal-benefits-decriminalizing-drug-use
http://www.soros.org/reports/drug-policy%20portugal-benefits-decriminalizing-drug-use
http://www.soros.org/reports/drug-policy%20portugal-benefits-decriminalizing-drug-use
http://www.drugfree.org.au/fileadmin/Media/News/PositionStatementAgainstDrugLegalization.pdf
http://www.drugfree.org.au/fileadmin/Media/News/PositionStatementAgainstDrugLegalization.pdf
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Author(s) Year Reference and Link (CNTRL + Click to proceed to source) Summary 

(EURAD), World 
Federation Against 
Drugs (WFAD), 
Peoples Recovery, 
Empowerment and 
Development 
Assistance (PREDA) & 
Drug Free Scotland 

http://www.globalcommissionondrugs.org/wp-content/themes/gcdp_v1/pdf/Global_Commission_Report_English.pdf
http://www.globalcommissionondrugs.org/wp-content/themes/gcdp_v1/pdf/Global_Commission_Report_English.pdf
http://www.tni.org/paper/development-international-drug-control
http://www.tni.org/paper/development-international-drug-control
http://www.tni.org/paper/development-international-drug-control
http://www.tni.org/paper/development-international-drug-control
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/drugs-and-drug-policy-9780199764501?cc=au&lang=en&
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2011.02.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2011.02.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azq038
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Author(s) Year Reference and Link (CNTRL + Click to proceed to source) Summary 

Stevens, A. of illicit drugs? British Journal of Criminology, 50

http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azq038
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(10)61462-6/abstract
http://www.rand.org/pubs/working_papers/WR763.html
http://www.rand.org/pubs/working_papers/2010/RAND_WR764.pdf
http://www.rand.org/pubs/working_papers/2010/RAND_WR764.pdf
http://www.rand.org/pubs/working_papers/2010/RAND_WR771.pdf
http://www.rand.org/pubs/working_papers/2010/RAND_WR771.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/anti-drugs/files/report-drug-markets-short_en.pdf
http://www.tdpf.org.uk/blueprint%20download.htm
http://www.tdpf.org.uk/blueprint%20download.htm
https://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CND/CND_Sessions/CND_51/1_CRPs/E-CN7-2008-CRP17_E.pdf
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Author(s) Year Reference and Link (CNTRL + Click to proceed to source) Summary 

UNGASS decade. Report by the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime as a 
contribution to the review of the twentieth special 
session of the General Assembly, E/CN.7/2008/CRP.17, 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Vienna 

to drug policy, led by his Office, have produced a range of negative unintended 
consequences, and that much of the international approach to illicit drugs is no 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CND/CND_Sessions/CND_51/1_CRPs/E-CN7-2008-CRP17_E.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CND/CND_Sessions/CND_51/1_CRPs/E-CN7-2008-CRP17_E.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CND/CND_Sessions/CND_51/1_CRPs/E-CN7-2008-CRP17_E.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CND/CND_Sessions/CND_51/1_CRPs/E-CN7-2008-CRP17_E.pdf
http://www.iea.org.uk/publications/research/prohibitions
http://www.independent.org/publications/tir/article.asp?a=616
http://www.independent.org/publications/tir/article.asp?a=616
http://www.independent.org/publications/tir/article.asp?a=616
http://www.tdpf.org.uk/sites/default/files/Tools-For-The-Debate.pdf
http://www.beckleyfoundation.org/pdf/Report_07.pdf
http://www.beckleyfoundation.org/pdf/Report_07.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10645-006-9030-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10645-006-9030-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10645-006-9030-1
http://www.kcba.org/druglaw/pdf/EffectiveDrugControl.pdf
http://www.kcba.org/druglaw/pdf/EffectiveDrugControl.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0955395904000301
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0955395904000301
http://www.cfdp.ca/haden2002.pdf
http://www.cfdp.ca/haden2002.pdf


http://www.drugpolicy.org/docUploads/room_for_manoeuvre_010203_122128.pdf
http://www.drugpolicy.org/docUploads/room_for_manoeuvre_010203_122128.pdf
http://www.rand.org/pubs/commercial_books/CB395.html
http://www.rand.org/pubs/commercial_books/CB395.html
http://www.rand.org/pubs/reprints/RP731.html
http://www.rand.org/pubs/reprints/RP731.html
http://www.rand.org/pubs/reprints/RP731.html
http://conium.org/~maccoun/MacCounReuterSchelling.pdf
http://conium.org/~maccoun/MacCounReuterSchelling.pdf
https://www.ncjrs.gov/app/abstractdb/AbstractDBDetails.aspx?id=154389
https://www.ncjrs.gov/app/abstractdb/AbstractDBDetails.aspx?id=154389

