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Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

International Security has traditionally been analysed through (neo)realist theoretical frameworks that
focus exclusively on the state as the referent of security, and investigate issues as the causes of war and
armed conflict, alliances, strategy, arms control and deterrence. At the same time, International
Relations scholars have argued that these narrow, state-centric and military-centric approaches to
security – and the concepts and discourses they rely on – are deeply implicated in the ‘imperial-racial
origins of IR’ and unable to engage with contemporary security concerns related to issues such as
climate justice, environmental security, food security, the Black Lives Matter movement, disinformation,
ethnic strife, the evolution of terrorism, the corollaries of intervention, and the securitisation of migrants
and refugees, amongst others. This course provides a critical evaluation of the traditional security
studies scholarship, and introduces students to critical approaches to security, including feminist,
postcolonial, poststructuralist, and emancipatory theoretical frameworks that extend beyond warfare and
examine diverse modern security issues. We will analyse different sets of critical theoretical approaches
and explore their analytical utility (as well as any biases/ blind spots) by investigating relevant case
studies and contemporary security dilemmas. Overall, the course will enable you to recognise core
differences between critical security scholarship and traditional security studies; identify and evaluate
critical theories of security, and apply them to contemporary events and issues in global politics.

 

Course Learning Outcomes

1.



facilitate the development of transferable skills and this course is designed to encourage student
preparedness upon graduation for the pursuit of future career goals. I bring my research expertise to
bear on the design of this course, meaning that the course is intrinsically research-led, but more
importantly this course prioritises learning-by-doing and aims to foster a spirit of critical thought and
active enquiry in all student learners.

Blended learning encourages diversity of learning activities and also diversity in assessment. This
course consists of weekly large-group lectures, weekly seminars, and online learning activities relating to
different weekly topics. The weekly lectures are highly interactive and may include the presentation of
video clips, small-group activities, reading groups, Q&A sessions and pair-work. The lectures are
designed to supplement independent study on the course that begins (but should not end) with close
engagement with the weekly required readings.

Weekly tutorials allow students to discuss questions, themes and issues arising from their independent
study, as well as providing the opportunity to engage in productive discussion with their peers and to
participate in a range of structured learning activities, including group/pair/individual analytical work,
formal and informal debates, and mini-projects.

Online, in most weeks, you are required to complete specific online learning activities (OLAs) as
indicated on Moodle, before you attend the seminars for those weeks. There is also a range of online
resources specific to each week's topic to enhance independent learning. I also provide a number of
resources related to study skills and research literacy.
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Assessment

More details will be made available on Moodle.

Assessment task Weight Due Date Course Learning
Outcomes Assessed

1. Media article/blog 45%



The Take Home Examination will assess course material, and be evaluated on the basis of a rubric.  The
rubric will be available at the start of term to allow students to work towards clear standards. Students
will receive a numerical grade within 2 weeks of submission. 

Additional details

Details will be provided on Moodle. 
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content

Week 1: 12 September
- 16 September

Lecture Introducing Security Studies

Tutorial Introducing Security Studies

Week 2: 19 September
- 23 September

Lecture Gender and Violence (Feminist Approaches to
International Security) 

Tutorial Gender and Violence (Feminist Approaches to
International Security) 

 

Online Activity Details will be posted on Moodle in Week 1

Week 3: 26 September
- 30 September

Lecture Imperial Security (Postcolonial Approaches to
International Security) 

Tutorial Imperial Security (Postcolonial Approaches to
International Security) 

Online Activity Details will be posted on Moodle in Week 2

Week 4: 3 October - 7
October

Lecture National Security (Realist  Approaches to
International Security) 

NOTE: Mon 3 Oct is a public holiday. There will
be no live/ in-person lecture on this day. A pre-
recorded lecture will be uploaded for you to view
ahead of the tutorials for this week.

Tutorial National Security (Realist  Approaches to
International Security) 

Online Activity Details will be posted on Moodle in Week 3

Week 5: 10 October -
14 October

Lecture Human Security (Liberal Approaches to
International Security)

Tutorial Human Security (Liberal Approaches to
International Security)

Online Activity Details will be posted on Moodle in Week 4
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See Moodle for weekly required and suggested readings.

 

 

 

 

 

Course Evaluation and Development

Student evaluative feedback is gathered periodically using, among other means, the University’s My
Experience process. Informal feedback and feedback specific to a particular tutorial topic will be
welcomed and encouraged during the term. Student feedback is taken seriously and continual
enhancements are made to learning and teaching activities on the basis of student feedback. 

ARTS2813 // Term 3, 2022 // published at 17-08-2022 © UNSW Sydney, 2022
11



https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-submit-assignment-moodle
https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration
https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/support-time-management


Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: Using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging
the source or using quotation marks. This includes copying materials, ideas or concepts from a
book, article, report or other written document, presentation, composition, artwork, design,
drawing, circuitry, computer program or software, website, internet, other electronic resource, or
another person's assignment without appropriate acknowledgement.



Academic Information

Due to evolving advice by NSW Health, students must check for updated information regarding online
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