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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors
Name Email Availability Location Phone
Krishna K. krishna.shrestha@unsw.edu.a | By appointment Room 151, 041315111
Shrestha u Morven 1
Brown
Building
Lecturers
Name Email Availability Location Phone
Dr Dierdre soss@unsw.edu.au via emalil
Wilcock appointment:
deidrewilcox@yah
00.com

School Contact Information
School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Acknowledgement of Country

UNSW Arts, Design and Architecture Kensington and Paddington campuses are built on Aboriginal
Lands. We pay our respects to the Bidjigal and Gadigal peoples who are the Custodians of these lands.
We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, the First Australians, whose lands,
winds and waters we all now share, and pay respect to their unique values, and their continuing and
enduring cultures which deepen and enrich the life of our nation and communities.


https://www.indigenous.unsw.edu.au/strategy




Assessment

Assessments should be referenced in accordance with the School of Social Sciences Referencing
Guide, available at https://socialsciences.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/resources/policies-quidelines/.

Assessment task Weight Due Date Course Learning
Outcomes Assessed

1. Mid-Term Reflective 25% 24/06/2022 11:59 PM 1,2
Essay

2. Group activity 25% 08/07/2022 11:59 PM 2,3
3. Research Paper 50% 05/08/2022 11:59 PM 2,3

Assessment 1: Mid-Term Reflective Essay

Assessment length: As described below
Due date: 24/06/2022 11:59 PM

600 word reflective essay based on class materials, readings, and tutorial discussions. Written feedback
and a mark will be provided within 2 weeks of submission. Written feedback and a mark will be provided
within 2 weeks of submission.
This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity reports.
Additional details
Essay question: What key ideas have you learned about development policy from the course so far?
In 600 words, reflect on a key idea that you have learned from the past few weeks’ lectures and
readings. You are not expected to do research outside of the recorded lectures and required / suggested
readings, but you are expected to refer and cite relevant recordings, readings and any of the recorded
weekly tutorial discussions.
A suggested structure of reflective essay might be:

1. Introduction (what is the key thing you have learned/surprised/challenged you? (~100 words)

2. First topic/theme/argument with supporting evidence and your analysis (~200 words)

3. Second topic/theme/argument (~200 words)
4. Conclusion (~100 words)

Marking rubrics:

Fail (below 50)[Pass (50 — 64) (Credit (65— |Distinction High

74) Distinction
(75 — 84)
(85 — 100)
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Turnltin submission]

Building on the seminars and group work, you will work with your group members and develop a policy
submission of approx. 1,000 words based on your group’s policy position on the following scenario:

1. The Australian Government has made a call for submission in the process of reviewing the foreign aid
policy.

2. Minister for Foreign Affairs have announced a consultation process to guide a new Australian
development policy. This policy will drive the Government's international development efforts in support
of security, stability, prosperity, and resilience in the Indo-Pacific.

3. Building on the previous policy, the new policy will guide Australia's development program and ensure
it remains aligned with the Government's strategic priorities. The policy will cover development program
activities as well as wider government initiatives that support international development. It will also reflect
the Government's increased emphasis on strategic and economic partnerships in the Indo-Pacific and its
Pacific Step-up. The new policy will reflect the Government's plan to retain a targeted and efficient
development budget of $4 billion per year.

4. For details of the policy, check out this link: https://www.dfat.gov.au/development/australias-
development-program For examples of policy submissions, check out this link:

- By Church agencies network

- By CEPAR

- By MICAH Australia

- By Development Policy Centre

To have a sense of DFAT'’s development policy priorities (Pre-COVID-19), see Minister for International
Development, Alex Hawke’s keynote speech at the 2020 Australia Aid Conference:

CLICK HERE

This assignment is submitted through the individual links under the Assessment, not through Turnitin.
Only one submission is required per group.

Rubrics for group submission:

Fail (below 50)Pass (50 — 64) [Credit (65— [Distinction (75High
— 84)
74) Distinction (85
100)
Teamwork No evidence of [Superficial Adequate Participation  Distinction plus
(30%) contribution to |participation in |participation  [from the start [supporting
the project team work (e.g.and team work (of the project; fpther team
last minute but with days [actively members with
addition of or a week of  propose onstructive



https://www.dfat.gov.au/aid/new-international-development-policy/Pages/submissions
https://www.dfat.gov.au/aid/new-international-development-policy/Pages/submissions
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/Church%20Agencies%20Network%20Submission%20-%20International%20Development%20Policy.pdf
https://www.cepar.edu.au/publications/reports-government-submissions/cepar-submission-dfat-consultation-new-international-development-policy
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/micahaustralia/pages/982/attachments/original/1580781127/Micah_Australia_International_Development_Policy_Submission_%28High_res%29.pdf?1580781127
https://devpolicy.org/publications/submissions/Devpolicy-Submission-on-Australia's-New-International-Development-Policy-14022020.pdf
https://devpolicytalks.simplecast.com/episodes/2020-australasian-aid-conference-keynote-address-alex-hawke-20200219-mg_337d4

the governmen

should do)

justification (i.e.|[support your
a “rant” of what team’s

dvocacy

tends to take
on side and is
not balanced

ordings or  @absence from |meetings; feedback
eedback) contribution  |ensure fair
without valid  workload
distribution
reason
Relevance No reference tolA few ISubmission is
of DFAT's policy [referenceto  |generally
policy priorities; DFAT policy  focused but the
submission [submission priorities; gives ffargeting is not
(30%) instructs what [policy advice fas clear and is
development [and direction [general in
policy should [out could have |nature.
be like without [provided more
giving vidence to Advocacy




Additional details




makes
unsubstantiated
assertions, takes
at face value
contested
concepts/ideas,
and/or
reproduces
claims as
‘common
knowledge’
without evidence.
Argument is
poorly expressed
and/or under-
developed.

matters. Uses
evidence drawn
from a range of
sources to
support claims,
but does not
critically engage
with the evidence)
to explore its
limitations.
\Writing presents
@ clear argument
but does not
develop it fully.

and robust
argument. Can
synthesise a
number of
concepts or factors
into a larger idea.
Can evaluate the
salience and
limitations of
various
arguments.
Analysis may be
limited to
secondary sources

Marking [0-49% 50 - 65% 65 — 74% 75 — 84% > 85%
criteria D HD
FL P C
skills and |materials, mijavailable with relevant Employs a wide  [critically
engagem [sconception fnformation. literature but range of relevant [reflective
ent (30%) of meanings, does not literature. Shows [approach to
inappropriat [Shows limited  [discriminate sound knowledge [source selection
e or no use vidence of effectively of the literature  [jappropriate to
of evidence |[ndependent between sourcesjand good researchihe task.
research or of information.  [skills. A competentDemonstrated
relation of issue [Over-reliance on |piece of work high level of
to the literature. [dated and/or showing capacity [independent
obvious sources, ffor research and  fthought in
Use of literature [suggesting use of evidence. |ocating required
and additional [imited research information.
materials is very [skills.
limited and/or
largely irrelevant.
3. Critical [No evidence[Shows limited  |Attempts to Provides Analysis is
analysis [of critical understanding [analyse issue  |persuasive
and argu [analysis what is required jand explain not fanalysis of the
ments in critical just what it is but issue at hand to
(50%) analysis. Writing fhow/why it develop a clear

Ardvelang sotirces




Marking [0-49% 50 - 65% 65 — 74% 75 — 84% > 85%
criteria D HD
FL P C
and syntax [sentences formatted to suit personal  |vocabulary used
require rewriting |sentences and [style and specific where
for clarity and/or |paragraphs. execution. appropriate.
paragraph Consistent Highly effective
structure poor in academic writing jacademic writing
places. Writing style and well style, with clear
style may be structured and consistent
choppy in places sentences and links to
and/or poor flow paragraphs. arguments. A
on from one idea unique but
to the next. appropriate
presentation of
work.
5. Refere [Errors and inBasic referencinglConsistent Use of academic [Use of academic
ncing consistencie accurate and usejsystem of conventions such [conventions
(10%) S in of a bibliography [referencing with jas referencing andisuch as
referencing [or reference list, [minor errors of (citation is referencing and
and/or however, lacks [style or accurate, citation is
insufficient [consistency. presentation. consistent and accurate,
citations appropriate. consistent and

appropriate.
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Attendance Requirements

The School of Social Sciences guidelines on attendance are available at
https://socialsciences.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/resources/policies-guidelines/.

Students are expected to be regular and punctual in attendance at all classes in the mode in which they
are enrolled. All applications for exemption from attendance or to change the mode of attendance of any
kind (e.g., face to face or online) must be made in writing to the Course Authority.

A student who attends less than eighty per cent of the classes within a course may be refused final
assessment. You are responsible for keeping track of your attendance and contacting your course
convenor immediately if you are concerned about your attendance record and its impact on your ability
to complete your course successfully.

Explanations of absences from classes or requests for permission to be absent from forthcoming classes



https://socialsciences.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/resources/policies-guidelines/
http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2022/COMD5001.html




Vision for the future?

This week will provide a historical and
contemporary look at sustainable development
goals and highlight key priorities for international
development policies. The SDGs were meant to
be the bold, visionary successor of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs), which was criticised
for lacking in concrete implantation and guides.
With 231 indicators, the SDGs is meant to be a
blueprint for global sustainable development and
to left no one behind. But just how much
influence do the SDGs have in the space of
international development policies? With 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development less than
ten years away, this week we will examine SDGs
contributions to development policies, its critics
and what can be done to ensure the vision is on
track. In doing so, we will discuss some of the
emerging and existing debates that are critical for
international development policy makers to
contemplate? Again our focus will be to discuss
whether, how and why SDGs serving (or not
serving) the poorest and disadvantaged
communities in developing countries.

Group Activity

Group Presentation by Group 1: AUSTRALIA
Topic: Sustainable development initiatives in
the Australian local governments: Insights
from from one local government in Australia

Group members work together in the
development and sharing of a Group Presentation
slides on the topic above. The presentation
includes a brief introduction of the team members
first, followed by all members sharing the
presentation in class. The duration of the
presentation is expected to be about 20 minutes,
followed by a Q&A discussion of about 10
minutes. One day after the presentation day, one
of the group members will upload the
presentation PowerPoint slides to the course’s
Moodle site. Group members are also
encouraged to make some interesting posts in the
course’s Moodle site (within the Discussion
Forum) to initiate further discussions on the topic.
A folder will be created in the course’s Moodle
site to upload your presentation slides. Please
note that this group assessment task is one
component of the group work, with 10% weight.
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Due for uploading the presentation
slides: 11.59pm, June 16 (penalty applies for late
submission).

Week 4: 20 June - 24
June

Seminar

Week 4 (June 22):
Public Participation and Development Policy:
who participates, who profits?

Public participation is important for developing
and implementing development policies but is
often failing both local communities and the
environment. Globally, the question of how local
communities organise and work effectively to
deliver social and environmental benefits remains













change adaptation and international development
debate, highlighting the current climate change
and development issues affecting the capacity
and well-being of local communities in Australia
and developing countries. The seminar will
explore questions such as how and why climate
impacts and adaptation actions are inevitably
local; can local adaptation practices to climate
change n be assumed to occur in a fair and
equitable way, and what pathways there are for
integrating climate and development policies.

Group Activity

Group Presentation by Group 6: BANGLADESH
Topic: Nurturing local government leadership:
Climate change adaptation policies in
Bangladesh

Group members work together in the
development and sharing of a Group Presentation
slides on the topic above. The presentation
includes a brief introduction of the team members
first, followed by all members sharing the
presentation in class. The duration of the
presentation is expected to be about 20 minutes,
followed by a Q&A discussion of about 10
minutes. One day after the presentation day, one
of the group members will upload the
presentation PowerPoint slides to the course’s
Moodle site. Group members are also
encouraged to make some interesting posts in the
course’s Moodle site (within the Discussion
Forum) to initiate further discussions on the topic.
A folder will be created in the course’s Moodle







3: Three critical ideas/ theories learned from the
course's seminar

2: Two issues they have enjoyed working in the
group work

1: Burning question that they will further work in
their studies and work.

After the group reflection, each group will share a
summary of their discussion, highlighting the
contribution made by the course in their overall
learning journey.

Assessment

Research Paper: Must be submitted electronically
only, through the relevant assessment Turnltin
portal in Moodle.
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Resources
Prescribed Resources
All the weekly readings and seminar slides will be available from the course's Moodle site.

Week 1 (June 1): Introduction — International Development Policy for a more Just World


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2019.104743




Week 9 (July 27): Foreign Aid in Humanitarian Policy and Practice: unpacking disaster politics?
* Required Reading: Shrestha, K. K., Bhattarai, B., Ojha, H. and Bajracharya, A. (2019), Disaster
justice in Nepal's earthquake recovery, International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 33: 207-
216.

* Suggested reading: Gunawardena, A. and Baland, J. (2016), Targeting Disaster Aid in Post-
Tsunami Sri Lanka, Development Policy Review, 34(2): 179-195.

Pelling, M. and Dill, K. (2010), Disaster politics: tipping points for change in the adaptation of
socio-political regimes, Progress in Human Geography, 34(1): 21-37.

Week 10 (August 3): Wrapping Up: Reframing International Development Policy?
* Open reading and reflective thinking practice by all.
Recommended Resources

If you are very keen to explore further on international development policy, you might want to check the
list of interesting articles/ books below to get yourself started.

Arnstein, S. (1969), A ladder of citizen participation, Journal of American Institute of Planning 35 (4):
216-224.

Bowen S, Zwi A. (2005) Pathways to evidenl , nking p: Up:e



Geographic Research, Aboriginal policy Research Consortium International 2007: 130-139.

Mosse, D. (2005). Cultivating Development: An Ethnography of Aid Policy and Practice. New Delhi,
Vistaar Publications.

Ojha, H., Khatri, D., Shrestha, K. K.; Bhattarai, B., Baral, J, Basnett, B., Goutam, K., Sunam, R, Banjade,
M, Jana, S, Bushley, B, Dhungana, S. & Paudel, D. (2015), ‘Can evidence and voice influence policy?
Critical review of Nepalese forestry sector policy’, Society and Natural Resources. Vol.29, no.3, pp. 357
-373.

Ojha, H., Shrestha, K. K., Subedi, Y., Shah, R., Nuberg, I., Heyojoo, B., Cedamon, E., Tamang, S.,
Paudel, K., Rigg, J., Malla, Y. & McManus, P. (2017), Agricultural land underutilisation in the hills of
Nepal: Investigating socio-environmental pathways of change, Journal of Rural Studies, vol. 53,
pp.156-172.

Pierson, P. (2005). "The study of policy development.” Journal of policy history 17(01): 34-51.

Pohl, C. (2008). "From science to policy through transdisciplinary research.” environmental science &
policy 11(1): 46-53.



Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback is gathered periodically using, among other means, UNSW’s myExperience process.
Informal feedback and class-generated feedback are important. A brief survey will be conducted around
the middle of the semester to identify areas of student issues. Analysis of feedback will inform the
reasonable adjustment of course content and delivery where possible. Student feedback is taken
seriously, and continual improvements are made to the course based in part on such feedback. Changes
to the course will be introduced to subsequent cohorts of students taking the course.

Constructive feedback is greatly appreciated. We aim to continue to improve and update the course; play
some part in helping us to do so. Share your feedback, your resources, your ideas. Play a part in
facilitating the learning of all members of the class.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.


https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise



http://www.tcpdf.org
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