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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
David Coombs david.coombs@unsw.edu.au by appointment Morven Brown,

112, 209, or
221

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course introduces you to theories and concepts of the relationship between civil society advocacy,
policy and state institutions, and social change in the digital age, blending class-room, online, and
experiential learning and teaching activities. You will work in groups to design and prototype an online
advocacy campaign on a policy issue of your choice. The increasing importance of digital advocacy and
activism for policy change, and the opportunity for higher order cognitive engagement - beyond desk
based research and analysis – that technology now offers makes this course a timely contribution to the
professional development of those working in policy and advocacy as well as informing those in related
areas as to its role in policy change.

Course Learning Outcomes

1.  Articulate the relationship between advocacy, policy practice and policy change.
2. Do in depth analysis of and define a social problem and frame the issue in policy terms.
3. Use policy and advocacy frameworks and concepts to map, analyse, and strategize stakeholder

and interest group positions, their role in the policy process and outcomes, and the forums –
physical and virtual – in which they are most likely to be active or engage.

4. Demonstrate a strong awareness of the complex and dynamic nature of advocacy work
(negotiation, facilitation, collaboration, and campaign execution) through collaborative campaign
development, including online strategy, and reflective classroom engagement.

5. Critically evaluate civil society policy advocacy campaigns in the digital online/arena through the
lens of advocacy and social change theory and use of different online strategies.

6. Apply theory to a real world social policy issue by creating a basic digital campaign strategy
(paper design or prototype).

Teaching Strategies 

This course uses a blend of classroom, online, and experiential learning and teaching strategies and
activities. The main activity is the design (and optional prototyping) of an online advocacy campaign. The
class will meet in weekly seminars or engage in online activities. 

There are two key ideas behind this rationale. First, the blended design permits the inclusion of a greater
range of learning activities and makes best use of available face-to-face time. Second, the course is
designed with a very practical focus on the awareness, development and utilisation of digital advocacy
tools, so the online components complement the digital and practical foci in the course. 
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http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/SRAP5021.html




Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Weekly readings are available on Leganto (accessed via Moodle)

Recommended Resources

A list of recommended resources for students is available on Moodle (via Leganto)

Course Evaluation and Development

Student evaluative feedback is gathered periodically using, among other means,
UNSW's MyExperience process. Informal feedback and class-generated feedback are also important.
Student feedback is taken seriously, and continual improvements are made to the course based in part
on such feedback. Significant changes to the course will be communicated to subsequent cohorts of
students taking the course.
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them
plagiarising at any time, paying another person to perform an academic task, stealing or acquiring
another person’s academic work and copying it, offering to complete another person’s work or seeking
payment for completing academic work.

Inappropriate citation: Citing sources which have not been read, without acknowledging the "secondary"
source from which knowledge of them has been obtained.



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://www.porttoportconnections.com/blog/2018/2/28/jointhemovement-the-problems-and-promise-of-digital-activism
https://www.porttoportconnections.com/blog/2018/2/28/jointhemovement-the-problems-and-promise-of-digital-activism
http://www.tcpdf.org
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