




Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

The Arts & Social Sciences Capstone is a multi-disciplinary course that provides you with an opportunity
to reflect on your disciplinary studies over the previous three levels of study. In particular, the course will
consider classics in the literature of liberal education to ask to what extent your study has lived up to the
various conceptions and ideals of a university education. You have a chance to think about your own
discipline in conversation with students from other disciplines, while developing your own awareness of
the disciplinary knowledge and understanding you have acquired.

The course is aimed at assisting you with the transition from your current degree to your role in the world
as citizens in employment or further education.

Note: The course will be made available for Summer session providing more flexibility for students
meeting this requirement of their program/major. For students for whom summer is not your last session
of enrolment, you must obtain approval from your major convenor to enrol in the capstone provided you
have completed the necessary courses in your major. Enrolment in the capstone requires faculty
approval. Please contact the UNSW Arts, Design and Architecture Student Services.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Articulate an understanding of the theoretical and methodological principles of their discipline
2. Demonstrate comprehension of ethical and social responsibilities in the practice of their discipline
3. Articulate the ways in which their disciplinary training could be used in further study or the world

of work
4. Critically evaluate and reflect on key arguments and debates in the humanities and social

sciences. 

Teaching Strategies 

The Arts & Social Sciences Capstone provides students with the opportunity to reflect on their
disciplinary studies over the previous three levels of study and think about how the skills and attributes
they have gained position them to be agents of change in society. Students consider the place of truth in
liberal ideology, and examine key challenges facing liberal societies today. Finally, students propose
responses to these challenges, made on behalf of actually existing institutions or actors in society.

As well as demonstrating their understanding of the theoretical foundations of their discipline, students
will consider the ethical and social responsibilities associated with their area of study.

The course will be student-centred and seminar driven. There are two major assignments: an extended
critical academic essay, and a two part exercise in which students identify an actor or institution
positioned to respond to a challenge to liberalism, and propose a response to it on their behalf.
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https://portal.insight.unsw.edu.au/create-case/


Assessment

Late penalties will be imposed at the usual rate of 5% per day, starting at 12:01 the day after the due
date in each case.

Extensions must be sought via the centralised system and be applied for before the due date.

Word count infringements will be imposed at the rate of 3% for every 100 words (or part thereof) that
your assignment is over the set limit. There is an allowance of + or – 10%; i.e. if your discussion paper is
1430 words in length, it will not be penalised. If it is 1431 words, you will lose 3%. If it is 1531 words, you
will receive a 6% penalty, and so on. The word count includes all text in the main body of the
assignment. In-text references are included. Only the reference list or bibliography and the overall title is
excluded.

A penalty of 3% will be imposed for failure to use the Harvard (in-text) system of referencing. See
https://student.unsw.edu.au/harvard-referencing.

You stand to lose between 5 and 20 marks for poor referencing and attribution of sources. There is A
LOT of assistance available to you to help you learn about referencing, attribution and avoiding
plagiarism. If you are not sure JUST ASK! See https://student.unsw.edu.au/support-
referencingassignments.

If you submit work for this course that you have already submitted for assessment in another course at
this University or any other institution, in whole or in part, or if you copy material from another source and
do not attribute that material to its original author, your work will be referred to the School Student Ethics
Officer for an investigation into a possible charge of academic misconduct. See
https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Seminar reflection 20% 18/06/2021 11:59 PM 3, 4

Research essay 50% 23/07/2021 11:59 PM 1, 2, 3

Take-home assignment 30% 13/08/2021 11:59 PM 1, 2, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Seminar reflection

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 750 words

Details:

A critical reflective summary of 750 words on an assigned seminar discussion. Feedback via individual
comments.
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Additional details:

The goal of this assignment is to identify an actually existing instituition in society that is affected by one
of the challenges to liberalism that appear in the second part of the course.

This could be: a media organisation; a government agency, such as ombudsman or a particular police
force; a private company; a not for profit organisation of some sort; a school or university; and so on. If
you are unsure of whether the institution you have chosen is appropriate, ask the course convenor.

The 'challenges to liberalism' include the rise of 'post-truth', identity politics, populism, corporatism, and
'bubble media'. If you are interested in a challenge beyond these, you are free to write on it, but gain the
approval of the course convenor.

You should provide a short analysis of how the organisation is affected by the issue and/or how the
organisation has the capacity to affect the issue in society. 

You should identify key dynamics influencing the organisation's engagement with the issue: its financial
incentivisation, its particular power resources, who it is accountable to.

Finally, you should make a brief argument indicating what you believe are the primary reasons for the
challenge arising.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 2: Research essay

Start date: 0‰砀椀猀琀椀渀最 椀渀猀琀椀琀甀椀琀椀漀渀 椀渀 猀漀挀椀攀琀礀 琀栀愀琀 椀猀 愀昀昀攀挀琀攀搀 戀礀 漀渀攀



Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 3: Take-home assignment

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

A critical analysis of assigned articles (1,250 words). Feedback via individual comments.

Additional details:

In the final assignment you should propose a response from the institution you examined in assignment
1 to one of the challenges to liberalism. You should explain how your response can be expected to affect
the wider situation and provide a comprehensive analysis of the effects of the institution's change in
practice.

Your response should not aim to resolve the challenge altogether. Rather, it should be an intelligent, well-
reasoned response that marries depth of thought on the challenge faced, awareness of the institution’s
resources and aims, and a degree of creativity and critical theory based on the skills developed in your
degree.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS3991.html


Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Course readings and and assessment materials will be available online in Moodle.

Recommended Resources

Not available. 

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback will be gathered through informal personal feedback and the anonymous online
myExperience system.

The present iteration of this course reflects student feedback from previous iterations regarding themes
and seminar style collaboration.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

