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Great, Emerging and Declining Powers in the
Contemporary World

Term One  //  2021



Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Andrea Benvenuti Andrea.Benvenuti@unsw.edu.a

u
I am happy to
discuss academic
or other matters
related to
ARTS3783 at any
time during the
teaching term. To
arrange an online
meeting, please
email me a few
days in advance. I
will then send you a
Zoom or Teams
invite

Room 146,
Level 1,
School of
Social
Sciences,
Morven Brown
Building

02
93858545

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

ARTS3783 examines the foreign policies of a number of the world's major powers from 1945 to the
present. In doing so, it focuses on the problems, threats and challenges that confronted these powers
during the Cold War and in the period following the collapse of the old bipolar system; it assesses how
these powers perceived these problems, threats and challenges, how they reacted to them and what
policies they put in place to offset them. In addition, ARTS3783 analyses the geopolitical, military,
economic and domestic constraints under which these powers acted and considers the economic and
military capabilities they relied on in pursuance of their foreign policy objectives. Lastly, it discusses the
processes, the institutions and the actors involved in foreign policy-making at the national level.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Recall, Identify and define the historical, political, strategic and economic factors that shaped the
foreign policies of the world's major powers.

2. Critically analyse and evaluate key aspects of the foreign policies of the world's major powers in
the contemporary international system.

3. Construct an evidence based argument, drawing on appropriate sources of information about
world politics and foreign policy in a sophisticated and persuasive manner.

Teaching Strategies 

The course is taught through a two-hour lecture and a one-hour tutorial per week. In accordance with
UNSW Learning and Teaching Guidelines, this course has been designed to engage you in learning
through lectures and informed tutorial discussion based on weekly readings an independent research.
Class discussions will be led by both students and the course convenor based on weekly tutorial
readings. Learning outcomes will be addressed through tutorial preparaion and participation plus the
timely submission of your course assignments. Your achievement of this course's learning outcomes
shall then be demonstrated through the extent of your engagement with course material the quality of the
presentation of your ideas and class discussion, and your level of achievement in couse assessments.
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Assessment 2: Presentation

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

You are required to make an oral in-class presentation of no more than six minutes. You will receive
written feedback and a marked rubric within ten working days of submission. The rubric will be available
at the start of the term to allow you to work towards clearly communicated standards.

Additional details:

You will have to choose a weekly discussion topic (i.e. if you have chosen to do your presentation, let’s
say, in week 5, your presentation will have to address the discussion topic scheduled for that week).
Marks will be awarded in terms of the oral presentation’s overall quality (e.g. clarity of spoken delivery
and ability to present a clear case; in addition, the presentation has to have a clear structure with an
introduction, a main body in which you develop your argument, and a conclusion). Failure to complete
this task will result in a 0 grade for this assignment (and this assignment only). Once you have chosen
your presentation topic, make sure that you submit your video-recorded presentation via VoiceThread in
Moodle (VoiceThread is an interactive collaboration and sharing tool that allows students to record and
share their presentations online in Moodle). My strong preference is for video-recorded (rather than
audio-recorded) presentations. Please also make sure that your video-recorded presentation is
submitted in a timely fashion and by this I mean at least 24 hours before the tutorial class associated
with the topic of your presentation (since all our tutorial classes this term take place on Friday, I expect
all students to submit their presentations by Thursday afternoon on the week of their presentation). This
arrangement will give me and the rest of the class enough time to watch your presentation before we all
come to class. Finally, in preparing your presentation, you are not only expected to read beyond the
“essential weekly readings”, but also to email me the list of your references the day before your
presentation. Failure to do so will result in a lower mark as your tutor needs to be able to assess the
number and quality of your sources.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Foreign Policy Review

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

You are required to write a foreign policy review. The review must be no more than 2,000 words in length
(footnotes/endnotes excluded). You will receive written feedback and a marked rubric within ten working
days of submission. The rubric will be available at the start of the term to allow you to work towards
clearly communicated standards.

 

Additional details:

A foreign policy review is a major piece of writing used by Foreign Ministries around the world to guide
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policy development. A review will analyse political (but also economic and strategic) developments,
compare policy options, and propose specific policy recommendations. This exercise is designed to test
your understanding of real-world problems and your ability to produce sound policy judgements. In
addition, it aims to make you think about contemporary foreign policy issues as well as to encourage you
to appreciate some of the difficulties that policymakers are faced with in formulating a coherent foreign
policy towards a country, region or multilateral political issue. You will write a policy review following the
format provided by the course coordinator on Moodle. The review must be based on solid empirical
evidence and demonstrate a coherent policy approach. It should canvass alternative policy options and
provide sound reasons for the policy approach advocated. In 2021, ARTS3783 will focus on a
hypothetical case study based on a real-world issue—that of Russian subversion in the Baltics (this case
study is drawn from Model Diplomacy, an interactive programme created by the prestigious US think-
tank, Council of Foreign Relations). 

In the context of this assignment, you will be required to “put yourself in the shoes” of a key American
policymaker of your choice and to advise your (American) President on the best course to take in dealing
with Russian subversion in the Baltics. In other words, all policy reviews will address the following
fundamental policy question (although you will address it from different “angles”, depending on your
chosen role): How should the United States Government respond to Russia’s actions? In any case, your
course convenor will provide more detailed information on how to do the foreign policy review in a
separate information booklet circulated through Moodle at the start of the term

The review will be assessed on the following criteria: 1) evidence of research, 2) coherence, accuracy
and succinctness of written expression, 3) soundness of proposed recommendations. The review must
be no more than 2,000 words in length (footnotes/endnotes excluded). In drafting it, you must make sure
that you have consulted a wide range of sources from academic books and refereed essays/papers to
newspaper articles. There is no hard and fast rule on many readings you are expected to do. For this
assignment, the expectation is that you will have no less than 5 scholarly sources (i.e. books, book
chapters and academic articles) and several newspaper articles (at least 20) in your review. Also, be
aware that failure to provide footnotes/endnotes/citations and bibliography will also lead to your review
being failed. Although it is true that, in real life, foreign policy reviews do not have footnotes/endnotes,



Attendance Requirements

Learning Activity Monitoring Mechanism Minimum Attendance
Requirement

Lectures Attendance is taken only
in week 10 for the in-class
simulation

 

Attendance to the week 10
simulation is compulsory.
A student may be excused
from attending the
simulation in week 10 in
exceptional circumstances
and on the production of
an original or certified
copy of a medical
certificate or other forms
of appropriate evidence

 
Tutorials A roll is taken in class You must attend at least 7

tutorials out of 9

 

**Please also note that
due to the fact that this
year's week 7 tutorial
classes fall on Good
Friday, these will be
replaced by an
extra online activity. This
online activity will count
towards your participation
in class. Failure to
complete it will amount to
your having missed this
class. Please also note
that this online activity is
not the same as those just
below]

Online Learning Activities Completion of these
activities will be monitored
on Moodle

 

You must complete at
least 2 out of 3 online
learning activities (there
will be 3 online activities
throughout the term. Each
online activity involves
watching a documentary
and providing a 200-word
answer on the topic
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http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS3783.html


Transatlantic Drift (Oxford: OUP, 2003), chapters 3,
9 and 10

Kapuchan, Charles, 'NATO is Thriving in Spite of
Trump: Adversity Has Made the Alliance
Stronger', Foreign Affairs, March 2019

Smith, Julianne and Townsend, Jim, ‘NATO in the
Age of Trump What It Can and Can’t Accomplish
Absent U.S. Leadership’, Foreign Affairs, July 2018

Shapiro, Jeremy, 'Why Trump Can Safely Ignore
Europe: Its Leaders Readily Condemn But Never
Act', Foreign Affairs, May 2018

 
Online Activity FOREIGN POLICY IN FOCUS

NATO's Anxious Birth 

You are required to watch the following video
covering in greater depth one of the themes
covered in this course. The video can be accessed
at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggdYQPXDG8Y

This video discusses why there was nothing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggdYQPXDG8Y


needs to be contained by the US and
NATO?

 

Essential Readings

Roberts, Geoffrey, The Soviet Union in World
Politics : Coexistence, Revolution, and Cold War,
1945-1991 (New York: Routledge, 1999), pp. 1-9

Pechatnov, Vladimir, 'The Soviet Union and the
World, 1944-53’, in Melvyn Leffler and Odd Arne
Westad (eds), The Cambridge History of the Cold
War: The Origins vol.1 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2010), pp. 90-111

Mankoff, Jeffrey, ‘Unravelling the Enigma: Russian
Foreign Policy in the Twentieth-First Century’, in
B.J.C. McKercher (ed.), Routledge Handbook of
Diplomacy and Statecraft (London: Taylor &
Francis, 2011), pp. 53-63

Aron, Leon, ‘The Putin Doctrine: Russia’s Quest to
Rebuild the Soviet State’, Foreign Affairs, March
2013

Treisman, Daniel, ‘Why Putin Took Crimea: The
Gambler in the Kremlin’, Foreign Affairs, May-June
2016

Kotkin, Stephen, 'Russia’s Perpetual
Geopolitics: Putin Returns to the Historical Pattern',
Foreign Affairs, May-June 2016.

Mc Faul, Michael, ‘Russia as It Is: A Grand Strategy
for Confronting Putin’, Foreign Affairs, July-August
2018 

Week 4: 8 March - 12
March

Lecture UK FOREIGN POLICY
Tutorial UK FOREIGN POLICY

Presentation (and Discussion) Topics

(Please choose only one topic)

1. How would you characterise Britain’s policy
towards Europe since 1945?

2. Why have successive British governments
been sceptical about European integration?

Essential Readings
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Simms, Brendan, Britain’s Europe: A Thousand
Years of Conflict and Cooperation (London:
Penguin, 2016), chapters 8 and 9.

Hall, Peter, ‘The Roots of Brexit’, Foreign Affairs,
June 2016

 
Online Activity FOREIGN POLICY IN FOCUS

Putin's Playbook: Russia's Foreign Policy Priorities 

You are required to watch the following video
covering in greater depth one of the themes
covered in this course. The video can be accessed
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIOlIY5C6hE
.

This video discusses Russia’s foreign policy under
President Vladimir Putin and its increased
involvement with countries around the world,
including those in neighbouring Eastern Europe
and Eurasia, as well as in Western Europe, the
United States, and the Middle East. In 200 words,
please address the following question: ‘What are
the key foreign policy goals of Putin's Russia?’

Please be reminded that this online learning activity
will count towards your participation/attendance in
class activities (see attendance requirements
above). This m㌸〰〰〰〰〰〰〰〰㔸㡮〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㈹㤮㈳㠰〰″㘶⹩ng Easng6㝧〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㠰〰〰⁷′⁊‰⁪⁛崠〮〰〰〰⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰⁧〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㈹㤮㈳㠰灯〠牧†孝‰〰ぴis m㌸〰〰〰〰〰〰〰〰㔸㡮〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㈹㤮㈳㠰〰″㘶⹩ng Easng6㝧〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㠰〰〰⁷′⁊‰⁪⁛崠〮〰〰〰⁤㈵〰〰〰㜰〰〰〠呦⁅吊䉔′㤹眰⸰〰〰〰〠㌳‰⸰〰〰眠䉔′㤹ば漰⁲呦⁅吊〮〰‰⸰〰〰〠㐰㜮㤴〵㤹⁔搠嬨〠眠䕯 嘀氀愀搀椀洀椀爀 倀甀琀椀渀 愀渀搀 椀琀猀 椀渀挀爀攀愀猀攀搩崠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸸〰〰〠眠㈠䨠〠樠孝‰⸰〰〰〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠㠠朊焠〮〰⸰〰〰〠㤹⸲㌸瀠⽆㈠爵㤮ㄹ〵㠵〠删⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁣⸱㤰㔠牧⁂吠〰〰‰⸰〠㈹㤮㈰〰ぶ〰‹㤮㈳㡮〰‰嘀氀愀搀椀洀椀爀 倀甀琀椀渀 愀渀搀 椀琀猀 椀渀挀爀攀愀猀攀搀〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ

wil琰′㤹歒䜠〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸸〰〰〠眠㈠䨠〠樠孝‰⸰〰〰〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁲朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‱㜱⸶㜸㠴㌠㘴ㄮ㘹〵㜮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠ㄠits increased

Please be reminded that this online learning activityPlease be reminded that this online learning activity

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIOlIY5C6hE


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PRHMxHcEHmA&t=547s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PRHMxHcEHmA&t=547s


will count towards your participation/attendance in
class activities (see attendance requirements
above). This means that students failing to submit
their written answer to the above question (or
writing poor one) will be considered as having not
completed this learning task. 

Week 7: 29 March - 2
April

Lecture GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY
Tutorial [please note that this week's tutorial on German

foreign policy falls on Good Friday this year and,
therefore, there won't any physical or digital tutorial
class on the day. In its place, you will be required to
do the following things:

1) provide a 200-word answer to one of the topics
listed just below

2) Complete the Online activity listed below (i.e.
watch the video and answer the question
associated with it]

 

GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY

Presentation (and Discussion) topics

(please choose only one topic)

1. In your view, which are the major
achievements and shortcomings of German
foreign policy after 1945?

2. Why did Germany agree to the ambitious
but possibly misconceived European
Monetary Union? What has Germany got to
gain it? And what has it got to lose from it?

3. Chancellor Adenauer's policy of 
Westbindung was a complete failure as it
tied Germany far too tightly to the United
States. Discuss 

Essential Readings

Joffe, Joseph, ‘Germany: The Continuities from
Frederick the Great to the Federal Republic’,
Robert Pastor (ed.), A Century’s Journey: How the
Great Powers Shape the World (New York: Basic
Books), pp. 110-138

Willis, Roy, ‘Germany, France and Europe’, in
Wolfram Hanrieder (ed.), West German Foreign
Policy 1949-79 (Boulder, CO: Westview Press
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policy changed under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi?

Essential Readings

Kennedy, Andrew ‘Nehru’s Foreign Policy: Realism



Essential Readings

Mitter, Rana, ‘China and the Cold War’, in Richard
H. Immerman and Petra Goedde (eds), The Oxford
Handbook of the Cold War (Oxford: OUP, 2013), ch
8

Westad, Odd Arne, 'The Sources of Chinese
Conduct: Are Washington and Beijing Fighting a
New Cold War?’, Foreign Affairs,
September/October 2019

Economy, Elizabeth, 'China’s Neo-Maoist
Moment: How Xi Jinping Is Using China’s Past to
Accomplish What His Predecessors Could
Not', Foreign Affairs, October 2019

Goldstein, Avery, 'China's Grand Strategy under Xi
Jinping: Reassurance, Reform, and
Resistance', International Security,
vol.45, no. 1 (2020), pp. 164-201.

Week 10: 19 April - 23
April

Lecture IN-CLASS SIMULATION 

(RUSSIA, NATO AND THE BALTICS)

 

We will conduct a simulated NSC meeting to
debate and discuss the issues raised in your
foreign policy reviews (that is, on how the United
States should respond to Russia's subversion in
the Baltics). You will take on the roles of various
policy advisers, discussing policy options and
recommending possible courses of action (based
on the foreign policy review that you will have
already written by then). The instructor will play the
role of the President of the United States and will
moderate the discussion.

In preparation for this brief exercise, you should re-
read your foreign policy review and come to class
prepared to participate and give your advice.

Tutorial LESSON LEARNED

In this tutorial class, we will discuss the lessons
learned from the simulation and the case study on
which the simulation is based. In a way, this will be
a debriefing session in which we reflect on the
challenges faced by policymakers in times of acute
crisis. No readings have been scheduled for this
week, but be prepared to discuss your insights on
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the topic of Russia and the Baltics.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

There is no set text for this course. Students should refer to the bibliography that is included in this
guide. Essential weekly readings will be made available through Leganto.

Recommended Resources

Useful reference books for this course are:

Kennedy, Paul, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers: Economic Change and Military Conflict from
1500 to 2000 (New York: Random House, 1987)

Keylor, William, The Twentieth-Century World and Beyond: An International History (New York:
OxfordUniversity Press, 2006)

Kissinger, Henry, Diplomacy (New York: Touchstone, 1994)

McKercher, B.J.C. (eds.), Routledge Handbook of Diplomacy and Statecraft (New York: Routledge,1992)

Young, John and Kent, John, International Relations since 1945: A Global History (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2004)

Course Evaluation and Development

Student evaluative feedback is gathered periodically using, among other means, UNSW's "My
Experience Survey". Informal feedback and class-generated feedback are also important. Student
feedback is taken seriously, and continual improvements are made to the course based in part on such
feedback. Significant changes to the course will be communicated to subsequent cohorts of students
taking the course.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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