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Acknowledgement of Country

UNSW Arts, Design and Architecture Kensington and Paddington campuses are built on Aboriginal
Lands. We pay our respects to the Bidjigal and Gadigal peoples who are the Custodians of these lands.
We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, the First Australians, whose lands,
winds and waters we all now share, and pay respect to their unique values, and their continuing and
enduring cultures which deepen and enrich the life of our nation and communities.  
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Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

This course will provide you with an in-depth engagement with selected themes in political philosophy. It
will develop your understanding of some of the fundamental social and political challenges human
societies face and how to address them philosophically. Issues that may be addressed include: Why
does inequality matter? What is the role of personal responsibility in allocating social goods? Can
distributive justice be truly global? What duties do we owe future generations?.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Explain theories and arguments from political philosophy
2. Apply philosophical concepts and arguments to contemporary problems and their proposed

solutions
3. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of different philosophical approaches to complex political

problems
4. Apply skills of scholarly inquiry associated with the study of philosophy
5. Communicate and debate complex ideas

Teaching Strategies 

The course is designed to develop your capacity to comprehend and independently engage in classical
and contemporary debates on key themes in political philosophy. It is structured around weekly readings,
lectures and tutorial discussions on the readings. Preparation by reading the set texts is crucial for
successful participation in the course. There will be introductory lectures that provide background
information and introduce theoretical and analytical perspectives, and subsequent lectures will explore,
with the aid of specialised weekly readings, key debates in social and political philosophy. The tutorials
will be extensive and involve in-depth discussion of the readings and related contemporary and historical
debates and approaches. You are encouraged to participate in the class actively, by presenting
questions, and trying to think of answers to the questions posed.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise
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