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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Increases in disasters along with the current and future predicted impacts of climate change has meant
that disaster management and disaster risk reduction have emerged as a key project and policy areas.
This course provides you with critical perspectives to examine this natural disasters/society interface.
The emphasis of the course is focused on natural disasters being better understood as social disasters
with natural triggers. Thus, in the course you will develop an understanding of how forms of social
vulnerability to hazards emerge and shape subsequent disaster impacts. You will also examine how
natural disasters are disruptive events that can critically jolt and shape future social, economic and
political outcomes in the context of governance and politics. In the first half of the course you will
examine different theories and frameworks for understanding disasters. This will provide a critical
platform for the second part of the course, where you will focus on different thematic areas of disasters
governance and society, using case study disasters from around the world.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Explain how natural disasters, society, development programs, and policy are interrelated.
2. Appraise key authors and literature discussing disasters from a critical social science and

humanities perspective.
3. Apply enhanced learning, analytic, and communication skills, to interpret links between society

and disasters
4.  Analyse disaster case studies from around the world with a range of different theoretical

standpoints.

Teaching Strategies 

The course requires students to engage with contemporary sociological and humanities analytical
scholarship in exploring and analysing the intersection of disasters and society. It will require reflective
and self-critical learning together with a capacity to assemble and synthesise information from a range of
sources and disciplinary backgrounds. The course also will require students to apply these insights in a
real world disaster example and to complete a major piece of assessment that examines their
capabilities to do this. These objectives will be achieved through lectures, in-depth tutorial discussions,
independent research and the preparation of assessment tasks. In order for students to develop the
forms of critical reflection necessary for this course, participation in tutorial discussion will be
emphasised and is reflected in the assessment schedule.

The subject will use a blended learning approach; with instruction occurring in the classroom (lecture and
tutorials), aided with online engagement through assignments, discussions and activities. The online
environment (through moodle) is a natural extension of traditional classroom learning. All assessments



Assessment
See Moodle for more information

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Presentation 20% 18/06/2021 04:00 PM 1, 3, 4

Case Study Analysis 30% 16/07/2021 04:00 PM 1, 3, 4

Final Essay 50% 10/08/2021 04:00 PM 1, 2, 3, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Presentation

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 5 minutes

Details:

Five Minute Presentation

Students will be required to present their selected case study project to the class and offer feedback on
other students's presentations.

Presentations are marked by the course convener, with additional feedback given by peers through a
structured feedback process.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Case Study Analysis

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1000 words.

Details:

The student will select a case study disaster, and use some of the theories developed in the course to
adopt a critical analysis of its social and political dimensions. The assessment will be 1,000 words long.



similarity reports.

Assessment 3: Final Essay

Length: 2000 words

Details:

A final essay (2,000 words) in which students answer one of a select number of questions.

Feedback via written comments

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Readings for the course will be accessed through Leganto

Recommended Resources

Books

F Kruger, G Bankoff, T Cannon, B Orlowksi, E F Schipper (eds) (2015) Cultures and disasters:
understanding cultural framings in disaster risk reduction, Routledge: London



Courses are periodically reviewed, and students’ feedback is used to improve them. Feedback is
gathered from students using myExperience. It is encouraged that students complete their surveys by
accessing the personalised web link via the Moodle course site.

Feedback, whether in person or via emails, during the course, is encouraged.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/40294282@N07
http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

