
Don Baxter (a gay man, who later became the CEO of ACON and 

AFAO) came out to Macquarie University for help re prevention of 

HIV transmission. This was at the end of 1985. Don turned to 

Professor RW Connell (a sociologist) and R.W. turned to me for 

help with the development of a social / behavioural questionnaire 

that would help the gay community prevent HIV transmission.    

We formed a committee received funding from NSW Health and 

began our work. The committee comprised R.W., me, Don Baxter, 

Lex Watson, also a gay man and a political scientist at Sydney 

University, plus those who worked with us at that time to work on 

the project – Gary Dowsett, June Crawford and Rigmor Berg 

among many others. The team who worked together from 1985 

to 1991 on what we called the Social Aspects of the Prevention of AIDS (SAPA) project and its follow-up, 

Sustaining Safe Sex (SSS) study. The researchers were psychologists, sociologists, statisticians, trained 

interviewers, members of gay community and workers at the AIDS Council of New South Wales.     

We all learnt from each other. Researchers learnt about the sexual practices of gay men and the central 

importance of working with gay men and understanding that sexual practice. Our basic aim was to help 

educators and our first responsibility was to communicate with and, on the basis of our research, to inform 

gay community and the organisations and institutions which supported them in their fight against HIV and 

AIDS. We also learnt from those from different academic backgrounds. In the years between 1986/7 and 




