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Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: English

This course can also be studied in the following specialisations: Creative Writing

What is poetry? How do we know a poem when we see it, and why is poetry the most moving, the most
challenging, and the most memorable of literary forms? In this course you will encounter a range of
accomplished and influential works from across the globe and across the centuries: from ravishing love
poems to comic ballads, from hip hop to digital poetry. You will learn to think about such works in relation
to their historical contexts, from political revolution to scientific developments. And you will discover new
ways of thinking about poetry theoretically, from the significance of formal features such as voice and
metre to the conceptual differences between poetry and other art forms such as music and the novel.
The aim is to develop a thorough grounding in the history of poetry as a form, to hone your critical skills
in analysing poetry, and to achieve a sophisticated grasp of contemporary debates about the nature and
significance of poetry.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Demonstrate a knowledge of poetry written in a variety of places at a variety of times.
2. Locate poems in their historical, social, cultural, and economic contexts.
3.



Assessment

Referencing. Students are free to choose whichever referencing system they prefer. However, in
making this choice students should bear in mind the purpose of referencing: to guide the reader to
sources, and when necessary to the relevant part of the source in question. An author-date system
without page numbers may therefore be appropriate for scholarly writing dealing with short works
delivering single ideas, but the same system will be inappropriate when citing a novel, a poem, a
substantial journal article, a scholarly monograph, or a work of any length and complexity. In those
cases, page or line numbers are essential for the reference to do its intellectual work.

Word Counts. All quotations and references are included in word counts, while bibliographies are not. A
margin of 10% above and below the stipulated word count will be accepted without penalty.

Assessment task Weight Due Date Course Learning
Outcomes Assessed

1. Major Essay 50% 22/10/2020 11:59 PM 4

2. Take-Home Exam 50% 23/11/2020 11:59 PM 1, 4

Assessment 1: Major Essay

Due date: 22/10/2020 11:59 PM

2,000 words, feedback provided via Turnitin

 

This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Take-Home Exam

Due date: 23/11/2020 11:59 PM

2000 words. Feedback provided via Turnitin.

This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin similarity reports.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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