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Course Overview
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Educating the Musical Novice is designed for advanced musical performers who are learning to teach
specialist instrumental or vocal skills to beginners.  You will draw selectively and critically on your own
studio traditions, with the benefit of the objective stance developed in the gateway course Music studio
teaching and Becoming a performer. They will be further supported by research and theoretical
knowledge related to children's learning and music education.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Identify and demonstrate teaching and learning strategies appropriate for novice musicians, at
various stages of development;

2. Recognise and critically assess a variety of approaches to the teaching and learning of music, in
the context of children’s education;

3. Gather and evaluate current research into music education through the use of published journals
and through the internet

Teaching Strategies 

Lectures will introduce issues of particular relevance to the education of musical novices, including
formal and group-based methodologies, developmental theories of childhood and musical literacy, and
curriculum design and delivery.  

In workshops students will be introduced to the application of formal methodologies such as Dalcroze,
Kodaly and Orff, and learn to devise materials and activities suitable for beginners of various ages.  They
will also make comparative critiques of published tutoring materials and the standard syllabus for
instrumental and vocal examinations in Australia.  Close reference will be made to recent research and
topical debates focused on these areas.     
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Assessment

A formal brief for each assessment task will be given on moodle.  

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Critique of published tutor
books 

30%



 

 

 

Assessment 3: Essay

Start date: 

Details:

2000-words

35-percent

Related to developmentally appropriate music education

Feedback provided via LMS

This is the final assessment
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

The course text is Burwell, K (2012) Studio-based instrumental learning.  Farnham:  Ashgate

Recommended Resources

Library sources will be managed through the Leganto system on the course moodle site.

Course Evaluation and Development

Formal evaluations will be sought at the end of semester, and informal feedback and questions will be
welcome at any time.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the





Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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CRICOS

CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the Bedegal people who are the traditional custodians of the lands on which UNSW
Kensington campus is located.
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