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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Paul McDermott paul.mcdermott@unsw.edu.au By email Online

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Assessment

In Task 1, students will be marked as a group. Strategies of inclusion, co-operation, and methods of
online collaboration will be work-shopped. 

In Task 2, instrumentalists and vocalists will be marked as above.

Composition majors will be marked individually due to the different nature of their task. 

The focus of the assessment is on the creativity of the student's ideas. It is understood that all students
will have varying access to electronic and digital tools and will not be assessed on the audio quality of
any recordings. The idea is to be creative with the tools available to you. 

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Ensemble contribution,
performances, part checking
test 

20% Not Applicable 4

Masterclass critiques 15% Not Applicable 3

Performance/presentation
T2 

35% Not Applicable 1,2

Practical examination 30% Not Applicable 1,2

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Ensemble contribution, performances, part checking test

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Direct feedback during rehearsals and workshops and a formal report at the conclusion of the session.
Students' contribution to ensemble performances and workshops will be assessed through a part-
checking examination.

Ensemble part-checking will be undertaken in T1, T2 and T3. Individually or in small groups, students will
perform works or excerpts of works, studied and performed during the trimester.  Where appropriate,
excerpts will be selected by the part-checking examiner.

Assessment 2: Masterclass critiques

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 500



Details:

Critiques will be submitted across T1, T2 and T3.  These will be related to masterclasses presented by
visiting experts in a range of musical styles and activities.  Critique questions will be scaffolded to
encourage students to identify issues for discussion, and to draw links among performance elements
and scholarly literature.    

Submission notes:This assignment is submitted via Moodle

Assessment 3: Performance/presentation T2

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 10 minutes

Details:

In T2 the focus of students’ performances and presentations is on improvisation and collaboration. There
are two performance tasks which will be performed in assigned groups. For Task 1 in week 5 all students
will collaborate on performing and presenting a cover version of a pop song of the group’s choosing,
transforming the nature and feel of the original song. 

For Task 2 in weeks 9 and 10, instrumentalists and vocalists, in groups, will perform a live remix that
draws on elements of the group’s repertoire. The presentation will contextualise the works drawn upon,
describe their creative choices, and online collaborative process used in the creation of their remix.

Composition majors will make a presentation of their major work for the year and perform or provide a
recording of a remixed/re-imagined version of the work. The presentation will focus on the aims of the
original work and the transformative goals and processes used in their remixed version of it. 

 

Online collaboration processes and presentation methods will be workshopped with Paul Mac.

Feedback:  written reports

Submission notes:live presentation

Assessment 4: Practical examination

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

For performance students, examinations will be undertaken in T3. Students will present a 20-minute
programme, including a study, etude or vocalise of approximately 5-minutes' duration, devised in
negotiation with their specialist tutors, to suit their personal interests and trajectories.  Students
identifying as jazz specialists will present technical work from the jazz syllabus devised for this
course. The examination will also include a short sight-reading test for all students. This will be the final
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assessment task for performers.

For composition students, portfolios will be submitted in T3. Portfolios may include any number of works,
but the total duration of works should be 15 minutes.  Scores should be submitted, along with recordings
of all works.  This will be the final assessment task for composers.

Feedback: Written report on practical exam and composition portfolio.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 1 June - 5 June Seminar Paul Mac to introduce himself and will discuss the

course structure. Students will introduce
themselves, let Paul know what instruments they
play and what their performance background is.
Because of the online nature of this semester's
course, students will need to let Paul know what if



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

1. Everything is Connected: The Power of Music by Daniel Barenboim

2.  Motion, Emotion, and Love: The Nature of Artistic Performance by Thomas Carson Mark

3. Letters to a Young Poet by Rainer Rilke

 

Recommended Resources



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

http://www.tcpdf.org
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