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MUSC2115
Music of the 19th Century

Term One  //  2021
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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Dorottya Fabian d.fabian@unsw.edu.au by consultation Webster 103 93856954

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

A study of 19th-century European music in its historical, social and cultural contexts. Includes a tutorial in
musicological research techniques and discussion of historical performing conventions.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Demonstrate familiarity with the most representative compositions of the Romantic period,
including opera, Lieder, solo and chamber music, and orchestral works.

2. Discuss the historical significance and stylistic features of 19th century compositions in an
articulate and informed manner.

3. Display acquired knowledge about music and society in 19th-century Europe and the role 19th-
century aesthetics, intellectual ideas and world-view played in shaping modern musicological



Assessment

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Essay 40% 22/04/2021 05:00 PM 2, 3

3 listening tests 60% Not Applicable 1, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2000 words

Details:

2000 words, feedback provided in turnitin.

Additional details:

Essays have to have an Introduction, Discussion and Conclusion. They need to critically engage with
scholarly sources and reference them according to the APA style. The discussion should demonstrate
familiarity with musical examples of your choice -- i.e. select your own musical examples to exemplify
what you have learnt from and are discussing of the scholarly literature.

Further information and a selection of suggested topics will be provided at the start of term in Moodle.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: 3 listening tests

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Listening tests - short excerpts / answers - music recognition and knowledge (30 minutes), written &
verbal feedback.

Additional details:

Short audio examples will be played selected from the list of works assigned for music listening. You will
be asked to identify the composer, title, genre and approximate date of composition. You will also be
required to write one or two sentences explaining the musical or historical significance of the
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composition.

Submission notes: 3 in-class tests on weeks 4, 7 and 10

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 15 February - 19
February

Lecture: Historical background to music in the
C19th

Romanticism in music: Musical genres and stylistic
characteristics

Tutorials: Beethoven’s 3rd and 6th Symphonies;
Weber: Der Freischütz, Wolf Glen Scene

Week 2: 22 February - 26
February

Lecture: Orchestras and orchestration, the
“meaning” of instrumental colours

Tutorials: Symphony Fantastique (Berlioz), Till
Eulenspiegel (Richard Strauss), Brahms, Mahler
and Wagner

Week 3: 1 March - 5
March

Lecture: Lied, a quintessential Romantic art form

Tutorials: The Songs of Schubert, Schumann,
Brahms or Wolf and R. Strauss

Week 4: 8 March - 12
March

Listening test 1 - in Tutorial (Orchestral and Lied)

Lecture: Piano music in the 19th century I.

Tutorials: Miniature piano pieces; Performance
practice

Week 5: 15 March - 19
March

Lecture: Piano music in the 19th century II.

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/MUSC2115.html


Tutorials: Italian Opera, Verdi
Week 8: 5 April - 9 April Lecture: Wagner 

Tutorials: Wagner
Week 9: 12 April - 16
April

Lecture: Opera in the second half of the 19th
century 

Tutorials: Verdi, Bizet, Puccini (Wagner)
Week 10: 19 April - 23
April

Listening test 3 - (opera). 

Lecture: Revision and Summary

Tutorials: Revision and listening test 
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Taruskin, Richard: The Oxford history of Western Music - Music in the Nineteenth Century - eBook
available through UNSW Library

Additional useful "survey" books:

Longyear, Ray, M: Nineteenth-century romanticism in music. Englewood Cliffs, N.J., Prentice-Hall, 1969

Plantinga, Leon: Romantic music - a history of musical style in nineteenth-century Europe. New York :
W.W. Norton, 1984

Ratner, Leonard: Romantic music - sound and syntax. New York : Schirmer Books, 1992.

 

Further resources will be provided in class and Moodle.

Recommended Resources

Scores and recordings of works studied.

An essential list includes the following items:

Orchestral:

Beethoven: Symphony No. 3 (Eroica)

Berlioz: Symphony Fantastique

Brahms: Symphony No. 1, 4th movement

Mahler: Symphony No. 5, 4th movement (Adagietto)

Richard Strauss: Till Eulenspiegel

Solo Piano:

Liszt: B minor Sonata

Chopin: Nocturne Op. 9 No. 2 & Ballade No. 1 in G minor

Schumann: Carnaval

Lieder:

Schubert: The Erlking (Erlkonig) & selected songs from Winterreise 
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

