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MDIA2003
Media Content Creation

Term One  //  2021



Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Peter White prr.white@unsw.edu.au Wed 2.00 pm - 3.00

pm (please email to
arrange an
appointment)

Webster level
3, RM 311F

X52364

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: 

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course is concerned with the skills required to produce and critically analyse the longer, more in-
depth forms of journalism known by such labels as “feature” and “documentary”. The course will focus on
these longer forms as they operate in newspapers, magazines, radio and online, and how they vary
according to subject matter – i.e. according to whether they are concerned with current affairs and social
issues, or with arts and entertainment or lifestyle and leisure topics. The course will also provide
students with an understanding of what is typically involved in the preparation of features and
documentaries – e.g. how they are conceived, how they may require the cultivation of appropriate
“contacts”, and the types of research and interviewing usually employed. In the process of developing



Assessment

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Portfolio (various media) 20% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3, 4

Media content preparation
and production task 1 

35% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3, 4

Media content preparation
and production task 2 

45% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Portfolio (various media)

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Individual

1200 words equivalent

Feedback via LMS

Additional details:

See course Moodle site for details

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Media content preparation and production task 1

 Not Applicable Not Apot Apot爮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〶⼀渀琀瀀瀀氀椀挀愀戀氀攀

Individual



 

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Media content preparation and production task 2

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Individual

1800 words equivalent

Feedback via LMS

This is the final assessmment

 

Additional details:

See course Moodle site for details.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/MDIA2003.html


2. Update on current issues in media coverage
Tutorial (See Moodle website for updated information

about the tutorial - schedule may change as
current news events unfold.)

Profile writing test-run -  print story and short audio
package (4 minutes) prepared in advance of tutorial
from recordings/transcripts of interviews

Week 4: 8 March - 12
March

Lecture 1. Journalistic Inspiration: "fresh, current and
engaging" -  the identification (or conception) of
publishable digital content

2. Managing online publications  - Content
Management Systems (CMS) / web page design

Tutorial (See Moodle website for updated information
about the tutorial - schedule may change as
current news events unfold.)

Interview workshop preparation - e.g. explore
potential lines of inquiry, potential "publishability";
draft some questions

Week 5: 15 March - 19
March

Lecture Possibly Interviewing Workshop (depending on how
the schedule pans out)

Tutorial 1. Review of story ideas submitted for tute prep 

2. Canvassing of promising topic areas for
issues/trend features

Week 6: 22 March - 26
March

Flex week -  no lecture or tutorial

 

Flex week - no tutorials
Week 7: 29 March - 2
April

Lecture Issues/trend features – ideas, angles, styles and
structures

Tutorial See course Moodle site for details.

 

Week 8: 5 April - 9 April Lecture Vo6㜮㔹〰〰⁒䜊䉔㘱㔰〰㔰〰⁒䜊〮〰〴㔹㘠朊焠〰〰⁒䜊䉔 永䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ孳吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊煴⹅吠䉔‴㐮ㄱ㤶㠵′〷⸵㤰㘱㔠呤⁛⠀圀攀攀欀 㠀㨀 㔀 䄀瀀爀椀氀 ⴀ崰⸰〰〰㌀映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〰〰〰‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映㌰⸰〰〰〹㍤⁛⠶ㄲ⁊‰⁛崠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸸〰〰〠眠㈠䨠〠樠孝‰⸰〰〰〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠ਲ㤷⸶㌸〰〠㌸ㄮ㌰㐶〱‱㜰⹕㌸〰〠㔵㐮㌹〵㠵⁔搠嬨(See Moodle website for updated information⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〠䨠〠樠孶〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〰〠ted information⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〠䨠〠樠孶〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〰〠ted information⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄱ⸰てormation

March



 

Week 10: 19 April - 23
April

Lecture TBA

(final assignment discussion, suggestions etc.)
Tutorial See course Moodle site for details.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

No prescribed textbook, but the following is recommended as a useful reference (some good advice on
a range of different story types): Tanner, S; Kasinger M; Richardson N., 2017 Feature Writing: Telling the

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/podcasts/


Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

 

Image Credit

Photo by Wilson Vitorino from Pexels

CRICOS

CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the Bedegal people who are the traditional custodians of the lands on which UNSW
Kensington campus is located.
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