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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
GEORGE
KOUVAROS

g.kouvaros@unsw.edu.au Email for an
appointment

Rm 206, level
2 Webster
Building

9385 4861

MICHELLE
LANGFORD

m.langford@unsw.edu.au Email for an
appointment

Rm 311P,
level 3
Webster
Building

9385 4489

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

In this course you will learn essential techniques and vocabulary for analysing, explaining and



the time comes, get ready for the exam.  The required readings provide a basis for your study.  The
UNSW library has a good range of books and journals on cinema, that you can use to enhance your
knowledge and understanding.

2. There is a weekly lecture lasting for around 1.5 hours.  The purpose of lectures is not simply to
provide you with information.  Rather, lectures serve to define the structure of the course, introduce key
concepts, to set the agenda for discussion, and to provide signposts to help you through the experience
of study.  During the lectures short film clips will be shown to illustrate key points and to model the
practices of close film analysis you will be learning. There will also be moments where you will be invited
to actively engage with the lecturer by asking and answering questions. To get the most out of lectures,
you need to take an active role in them.  This involves juggling three tasks while you listen:

•   You need to follow and make sense of the lecturer’s line of argument.

•    You have to think about what is being said.

•    You should take notes.

Here are two hints for making good use of lectures.  First, analyse, honestly, your reactions to lectu
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Tutorial Presentation 15% Not Applicable 1, 2

Sequence Analysis 35% 15/03/2021 12:00 PM 1

Final Exam 50% 30/04/2021 11:00 PM 1, 2, 3





What you need to do to complete this task: 

1.  Dialogue: write down those key statements and dialogue exchanges that illuminate central
elements of character or that motivate some stylistic switch. But in the case of dialogue
exchanges that you deem as preliminary or incidental, it is acceptable to simply summarize the
exchange. But be careful! Dialogue that on first hearing may seem incidental can provide crucial
character insight. You DO NOT need to repeat all dialogue word for word in your assignment.

2. Place of the sequence in the film: You must watch the entire film as well as the sequence. The
more times, the better. This will allow you to reflect on the broader implications of the scene.

3. Use the examples of past assignments available on Moodle as indications of how to approach
this exercise. They are not hard and fast models.

4. Although not mandatory, use screen grabs to indicate to the reader the shot being discussed,
however, do not let these take place of your own description.

5. Film is an audio-visual media. Make sure that the use of sound is discussed in your sequence
analysis. Listening to the clip with headphones can help distinguish elements in the soundscape.
Alternatively, turning down the sound can help you to focus on visual patterns and changes in
mise-en-scene. Make sure that you have correctly identified the total number of shots in the
entire sequence and that each shot is correctly designated, for example, shot 1, shot 2 etc.

6. Please note that this is NOT a research task. What matters is that you demonstrate your OWN
close viewing, description, analysis and interpretation of the sequence. However if you do
happen to do any research in books, journals, websites, blogs etc. you MUST provide
appropriate scholarly referencing including when you are paraphrasing or drawing an idea from
someone else.

7. It is also very IMPORTANT to remember that this is an INDIVIDUAL assessment task, so you
must not collaborate or work together with any other student when doing this assessment task.
Doing so may constitute Academic Misconduct and will be investigated according to the
Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct Policy and Procedures. It must be 100% your OWN work.

Assessment Criteria

1. Detailed observation and description of shots.
2. Thoughtful and clear description of meaning.
3. Attention to production techniques/formal qualities of film.
4. Use of film studies methods and terms.
5. Attentiveness to matters of academic integrity.

 

Assessment 3: Final Exam

Start date: 26/04/2021 09:00 AM

Details:

Two (2) hours.

Alpha-numeric grade.
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http://www.salecollege.vic.edu.au/PDFs/student_information/bibliography.pdf
https://library.westernsydney.edu.au/main/sites/default/files/pdf/cite_MLA.pdf


5. Book, film titles and names of journals must be in italics. Titles of journal articles in inverted
commas.

6. Include at the end of each essay a list of Works Cited to indicate secondary texts used in the
writing of the essay. This list must include full bibliographic details and conform to either of the
two recognised styles. It is not included in the essay word count.

7. Although students should stick to the designated word length, essays that are (at a maximum)
10% over or under the stipulated length will not incur a penalty.

8. Written material submitted for the Sequence Analysis or Tutorial Presentation cannot be reused
in the essays as this constitutes self-plagiarism. 

9. In the questions, students will be asked to refer to details from films screened during the course.
This includes both the weekly screenings and the films that were excerpted during the lectures.

10. Under no circumstances should you discuss your work with another student. Similarities between
papers will be immediately referred to the school’s ethics officer for investigation.

11. Once the exam paper has been released you should only contact your tutor to inform her/him of
misadventure or illness. Do not email seeking advice on—or clarification of—a particular
question.

12. Evidence of plagiarism will be dealt with in accordance with university policy. Please ensure that
you have read and understood this policy prior to submitting work for assessment  

https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 15 February - 19
February

Lecture Introduction to the Course
Screening Do the Right Thing (Spike Lee, 1989) 125 mins.
Tutorial Tutorial Readings: Marilyn Fabe, 'Political

Cinema: Spike Lee's Do the Right Thing,' in Closely
Watched Films: An Introduction to the Art of
Narrative Film Technique (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 2004) 191-206; 'Reviews of Do
the Right Thing,' in Mark Reid (ed.) Spike Lee's 'Do
the Right Thing' (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1997) 134-152.

Week 2: 22 February - 26
February

Lecture Mise-en-scène

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS1060.html




Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Please see the course Moodle site

Recommended Resources

Please see the course Moodle site

Course Evaluation and Development

We take student feedback into account when reviewing the course each year. Over the last few years,
we have added topics on sound and editing in response to student feedback. We have also revised
assessments (length and number) in response to feedback on the Trimester timetable.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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