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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Emery Schubert e.schubert@unsw.edu.au by consultation Webster 101 9385 6808

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

A study of 19th-century European music in its historical, social and cultural contexts. Includes a tutorial in
musicological research techniques and discussion of historical performing conventions.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Demonstrate familiarity with the most representative compositions of the Romantic period,
including opera, Lieder, solo and chamber music, and orchestral works.

2. Discuss the historical significance and stylistic features of 19th century compositions in an
articulate and informed manner.

3. Display acquired knowledge about music and society in 19th-century Europe and the role 19th-
century aesthetics, intellectual ideas and world-view played in shaping modern musicological





Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 17 February - 21
February

Lecture: Historical background to music in the
C19th

Romanticism in music: Musical genres and stylistic
characteristics

Tutorials: Beethoven’s 3rd and 6th Symphonies;
Weber: Der Freischütz, Wolf Glen Scene

Week 2: 24 February - 28
February

Lecture: Orchestras and orchestration, the
“meaning” of instrumental colours

Tutorials: Symphony Fantastique, Till Eulenspiegel,
Brahms, Mahler and Wagner

Week 3: 2 March - 6
March

Lecture: Lied, a quintessential Romantic art form

Tutorials: The Songs of Schubert, Schumann,
Brahms, Wolf and R. Strauss

Week 4: 9 March - 13
March

Listening test 1 (Orchestral and Lied)

Lecture: Piano music in the 19th century I.

Tutorials: Miniature piano pieces; Performance
practice

Week 5: 16 March - 20
March

Lecture: Piano music in the 19th century II.

Tutorials: Large scale piano pieces; Performance
practice

DUE– Preliminary annotated reference list and
essay plan (Monday)

Week 6: 23 March - 27
March

STUDY WEEK, no class. Students are advised to
finalise research on their essays and prepare for
Listening Tests 2 and 3. 

 
Week 7: 30 March - 3
April

Listening test 2 (Piano and chamber music)

Lecture: Opera – national styles and conventions
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http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2020/MUSC2115.html


Tutorials: Italian Opera, Verdi
Week 8: 6 April - 10 April Lecture: Opera in the second half of the century 

Tutorials: Verdi, Bizet, Puccini, Wagner
Week 9: 13 April - 17
April

Lecture: Wagner 

Tutorials: Wagner
Week 10: 20 April - 24
April

Listening test 3 (opera). Revision and Summary
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Taruskin, Richard: The Oxford history of Western Music - Music in the Nineteenth Century



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them
plagiarising at any time, paying another person to perform an academic task, stealing or acquiring
another person’s academic work and copying it, offering to complete another person’s work or seeking
payment for completing academic work.

Inappropriate citation: Citing sources which have not been read, without acknowledging the "secondary"
source from which knowledge of them has been obtained.

Duplication ("self-plagiarism"): submitting your own work, in whole or in part, where it has previously
been prepared or submitted for another assessment or course at UNSW or another university.

Correct referencing practices:

Paraphrasing, summarising, essay writing and time management



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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