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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Andrew Murphie a.murphie@unsw.edu.au appointment via

email
Robert
Webster
Building, 311H

93855548

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

New media technologies challenge many of the givens of cultural and social practices. At the same time,
new cultural and social uses of media challenge much traditional thinking about media. You will explore
the nature of increasingly dynamic media technologies, and the new cultural and social practices
alongside which media technologies evolve. You will consider key contemporary ideas about media,
cultural and social change. Students will undertake guided and self-directed research. Topics examined
could include: digital and networked media of all kinds; immersive, interactive or augmented media
""realities""; data sharing; the impact of media technology take up in key cultural and social practices, for
example health, education, art and design, government, new forms of community, or sciences such as
climatology, neuroscience or genetics.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. think clearly about the role of media technologies in cultural and social change
2. think clearly about the impact of cultural practices and social needs upon ongoing media

invention and evolution
3. give clear expression to your own critical engagement with these changes.
4. have further developed the skills from previous courses in scholarly inquiry, specifically: critical

thinking, analytical reading and writing, independent learning and intellectual autonomy.
5. undertake independent learning and self-directed research activity and reporting.
6. have developed your ability to follow your own interests through in a rigorous manner, to choose

case studies and examples for yourself that are relevant to the context of your own learning,
everyday and working life

7. have developed your abilities to engage in collaborative research and discussion to a higher
level.

Teaching Strategies 

Media change has always had a very close - and complex - relationship with cultural and social change,
although some would argue never as much as now. In addition, media change is currently altering the
educational environment (the way we learn). Through practical exercises, a use of contemporary media
technologies in learning, and engagement with key thinking in the area, students will explore the
expanded terrain of contemporary contemporary media. This course is designed to allow student to build
on their foundational concepts in gateway courses and on their previous development of skills in
collaboration and research at level 2. Students will develop both their collaborative and their self-directed
and independent learning to higher levels, along with a theoretical and practical understanding of media,
cultural and social change.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

See Course Moodle Site for resources. There is no Course Reader for this course. All readings and
other materials, or links to these, can be found on the course Moodle site.

Recommended Resources

See course Moodle site.

Course Evaluation and Development

Course feedback is gathered via discussion and observation during classes, via assignment work, and
via the MyExperience surveys. This year the course has been simplified and the readings cut back in
response to feedback.



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

 

Image Credit

Image by Retinafunk Some rights reserved—https://creativecommons.org/licenses/bysa/2.0/—http://ww
w.flickr.com/photos/retinafunk/280542500/ [image has been cropped]
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