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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
GEORGE
KOUVAROS

g.kouvaros@unsw.edu.au Email for an
appointment

Rm 206, level
2 Webster
Building

9385 4861

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

In this course you will learn essential techniques and vocabulary for analysing, explaining and



the time comes, get ready for the exam.  The required readings provide a basis for your study.  The
UNSW library has a good range of books and journals on cinema, that you can use to enhance your
knowledge and understanding.

2. There is a weekly lecture lasting for around 1.5 hours.  The purpose of lectures is not simply to
provide you with information.  Rather, lectures serve to define the structure of the course, introduce key





each student must submit a written summary of their individual contribution (approx. 1 page plus
references). In your summary document, please also include the individual question you have prepared
for the class and the text from any Powerpoint slides you have used in your presentation. You MUST



4. Although not mandatory, use screen grabs to indicate to the reader the shot being discussed,
however, do not let these take place of your own description.

5. Film is an audio-visual media. Make sure that the use of sound is discussed in your sequence
analysis. Listening to the clip with headphones can help distinguish elements in the soundscape.
Alternatively, turning down the sound can help you to focus on visual patterns and changes in
mise-en-scene. Make sure that you have correctly identified the total number of shots in the
entire sequence and that each shot is correctly designated, for example, shot 1, shot 2 etc.

6. Please note that this is NOT a research task. What matters is that you demonstrate your OWN
close viewing, description, analysis and interpretation of the sequence. However if you do
happen to do any research in books, journals, websites, blogs etc. you MUST provide
appropriate scholarly referencing including when you are paraphrasing or drawing an idea from
someone else.

7. It is also very IMPORTANT to remember that this is an INDIVIDUAL assessment task, so you
must not collaborate or work together with any other student when doing this assessment task.
Doing so may constitute Academic Misconduct and will be investigated according to the
Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct Policy and Procedures. It must be 100% your OWN work.

Assessment Criteria

1. Detailed observation and description of shots.
2. Thoughtful and clear description of meaning.
3. Attention to production techniques/formal qualities of film.
4. Use of film studies methods and terms.
5. Attentiveness to matters of academic integrity.

 

Assessment 3: Final Exam

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: Two (2) hours.Alpha-numeric grade. 

Additional details:

This course has a final exam (duration 2 hours). The exam will take place during the UNSW
formal exam period: 2–16 May. Exact date: TBC. In order to pass this course you are required to
make yourself available during the exam period. Pre-booked holidays do not qualify as grounds for
an exemption. The exact date for the ARTS1060 exam is determined by central UNSW timetabling and
will be available around the middle of the trimester.

In the exam, you will be given a list of questions covering issues and concepts covered in the lectures
and tutorials. The questions will also require you to draw on scenes, cinematic and narrative detail from



2. Originality and rigour of argument. (All claims and interpretations must be supported with detailed
argument. This means providing empirical evidence from the films, key historical facts and a lucid
presentation of material. Please avoid presenting unsubstantiated opinion or value judgements
lacking cogent argument.)

3. Evidence that student has watched the films screened during the course closely and is able to
draw on specific filmic detail in their writing.

4. Exam scripts must reflect an engagement with concepts, issues and ideas presented in the
lectures and developed in the set tutorial readings.

5. Treatment of film as a specific medium. In other words, you must make an effort to come to terms
with the formal (stylistic and technical) as well as the thematic qualities of the films that you
choose to write about.

6. Proper punctuation, grammar and sentence structure.
7. Care in matters of spelling and factual information concerning dates, names and titles.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 17 February - 21
February

Lecture Introduction to the Course
Screening Do the Right Thing (Spike Lee, 1989) 125 mins.
Tutorial Tutorial Readings: Marilyn Fabe, 'Political

Cinema: Spike Lee's Do the Right Thing,' in Closely
Watched Films: An Introduction to the Art of
Narrative Film Technique (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 2004) 191-206; 'Reviews of Do
the Right Thing,' in Mark Rei䘶‱ㄸ刀 吀㈲〰〠㔵㌮㈀䴀愀爀欀 刀攀楆㜮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰㠴⸰〰〸㌰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰❴o the Art of⁓ੱ‰〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰㐠朊焠〮〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〴樠孝‰‰⸰〰〰〰⁒〠則〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2020/ARTS1060.html


2006) pp. 160 - 201; Marilyn Fabe, 'The Art of
Montage: Sergei Eisenstein's The Battleship
Potemkin' in Closely Watched Films: An
Introduction to the Art of Narrative Film Technique
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2004) pp
19 - 36.

Week 6: 23 March - 27
March

Lecture Film Sound
Screening The Conversation (Francis Ford Coppola, 1974)

113 mins
Tutorial Tutorial Reading: David Bordwell and Kristin

Thompson, ‘Sound in the Cinema’, ch. 7 in Film Art:
An Introduction (9th edn.), Boston: McGraw Hill,
2004: 269-298.

Week 7: 30 March - 3
April

Lecture Genre
Screening Unforgiven (Clint Eastwood, 1992) 131 mins
Tutorial Tutorial Reading: Thomas Schatz, ‘Film Genre

and the Genre Film’ in Leo Braudy and Marshall
Cohen (eds), Film Theory and Criticism (6th edn.),
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2004):
691-702

Week 8: 6 April - 10 April No classes scheduled this week.
Week 9: 13 April - 17
April

Lecture Documentary
Screening The Gleaners and I (France, Agnès Varda, 2000)

82 mins
Tutorial Tutorial Reading: Brian Winston, 'Introduction:

The Documentary Film,' in Brian Winston (ed) The
Documentary Film Book (London: Palgrave
Macmillan: 2013), pp. 1-29; Melissa Anderson, ‘The
Modest Gesture of the Filmmaker: An Interview
with Agnès Varda’, Cineaste, 26:4 (Fall 2001): pp.
24-27; Chris Darke, 'Refuseniks,' Sight and
Sound vol. 11 Issue 1 (January 2001): pp 32-33.

Week 10: 20 April - 24
April

Lecture Hong Kong New Wave Cinema: Wong Kar-Wai
Screening Chungking Express (Wong Kar-wai, 1994) 102

mins
Tutorial Tutorial Reading: Gina Marchetti, 'Buying

American, Consuming Hong Kong: Cultural
Commerce, Fantasies of Identity, and the Cinema'
in Poshek Fu & David Desser (eds.) The Cinema of
Hong Kong: History, Arts, Identity, (Cambridge &
New York: Cambridge University Press, 2000): pp.
289-313; David Bordwell, 'Romance On Your
Menu: Chungking Express' in David
Bordwell, Planet Hong Kong: Popular Cinema and
the Art of Entertainment (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 2000) pp. 282-289.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Please see the course Moodle site

Recommended Resources

Please see the course Moodle site

Course Evaluation and Development

We take student feedback into account when reviewing the course each year. Over the last few years,
we have added topics on sound and editing in response to student feedback. We have also revised
assessments (length and number) in response to feedback on the Trimester timetable.
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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