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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course will examine the form of the short story. Focusing on modernist and contemporary
examples, the course will explore the principles that have shaped the development of this form. We may
consider, for instance, the influence of Chekhov and his advocacy of the story as a ""slice of life"", Edgar
Allen Poe's aesthetic theories, the development of stream of consciousness in relation to the short story,
the use of epiphany and anti-epiphany and the function of compression. In addition we will examine
techniques and strategies crucial to the success of the form and useful to your development as writers,
including point of view, narrative design, the development of voice and the use of economy and
symbolism. In the later part of the course we will examine the influence of new technology on the short
story, including the relationship between the short story and the blog and the transmission of the short
story through twitter. Writing exercises will be provided and everyone will have the chance to workshop
their writing and participate in online discussion.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Understand the primary elements of short fiction
2. Understand a variety of genres and forms in contemporary literature
3. Demonstrate familiarity with variations and experiments within the short story form
4. Clearly compose written texts in English
5. Critically appraise their own work and the work of others

Teaching Strategies 

Lectures will introduce students to a range of writing practices, methods and styles. A primary aim of the
lectures is to impart a knowledge of craft - what techniques are invented or employed in any given piece
of literature, what makes these techniques effective and why do writers settle on the technical decisions
that they do?  What is involved in the creative process and how do you arrive at the place where you can
shape your own creative narrative?

The seminars will provide the opportunity for (1) critical discussion of set texts and (2) peer group
feedback on student's own creative work. The seminar will largely function as a creative writing
workshop and will encourage independent learning and critical reflection on one's own writing. It will also
develop students' understanding of the process of revising, editing and polishing a piece of work. The
success of the workshop depends upon individual engagement with the weekly material; it relies on
group learning and it is essential that everyone actively participate in each workshop.

In addition to the face-to-face classes, there will be structured online creative writing activities each
week.  These will be designed in order to further develop the students' creative projects.

The approach of lecturers and tutors in the course is governed in general by:
•         their own intellectual and passionate engagement with writing
•         their creative and critical experience in the field
•         their understanding of creative writing as a discipline within the Humanities

Lecturers and tutors in the course will pursue the course aims by doing several things among which are:
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Assessment

A reasonable attempt must be made to fully complete all assessments, otherwise a fail grade may be
awarded.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date



Writing Workshop - Please see Moodle for further details

Two or three students will have their writing workshopped in each  seminar (approximately 15 minutes
each). A class timetable will be drawn up in the first seminar and each student must put their name down



Start date: 

Length: 3000

Details: 3000 word short story, Final Assessment. Turnitin submission, summative feedback via turnitin

Additional details:

Assessment Criteria

 



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2020/ARTS1010.html


Resources

Prescribed Resources 

This is a Web Supplemented course. Course readings should be downloaded from Moodle and read
carefully. Other readings may be added as a supplement to the course which students may find helpful.
The on-line material will include:

course outline
weekly readings





Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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