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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


 

Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to: requests for extension; review of marks; occupational health
and safety; examination procedures; special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

In this course you will be introduced to key media writing skills. The course will cover a range of genres
and roles in the journalism and communication field. You will learn the fundamentals of journalistic prose,
research, interviews and news story structure.

The emphasis will be on writing for print journalism but the skills learnt will form the basis of a portfolio of
skills that will be useful across all media and communications contexts. You will learn how to structure
and edit a news story, how to use quotes and how to engage readers. You will read and analyse a range
of news stories and will learn to research, interview for and write both 'hard' and 'soft' news stories.
You will learn about the values and production constraints that guide the selection of news items.

This course engages with the history of the news genre and with the question: what is news? You will
learn about balance, bias and ethics. This course will also require you to think about the ethical and
professional aspects of your work and its social, economic and political role.

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1. Plan and undertake the research needed to write an effective news narrative
2. Obtain sources, conduct interviews and use information in a professional and ethical manner
3. Write, structure and edit a hard news story for a specific medium, format and audience
4. Write, structure and edit a soft news feature story that narrativises events, places and characters
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Assessment

 

 

 

 

Assessment criteria in MDIA5001 focus on the quality of submissions in four main areas: RESEARCH,
WRITING, INTERVIEWING and FORMATTING.

 

RESEARCH criteria reward a grasp of the values  that guide and sources that enable research in the
genre relevant to the assignment. These may include:





Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


* Significantly affect your performance in assessable work, be it a formal end-of-semester examination, a
class test, a laboratory test, a seminar presentation or any other form of assessment.

For further details in relation to Special Consideration including "When to Apply", "How to Apply" and
"Supporting Documentation" please refer to the Special Consideration webstie: 
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration

For further details in relation to Special Conside㥭浭浭浭sisid愀琀椀漀渀

https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration


Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without creditegories:

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


better manage your time
understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Course Schedule
View class timetable

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2018/MDIA5001.html


News as it Happens: An Introduction to
Journalism 3rd edition, Oxford University Press,
Melbourne:

* Ch. 8 pp. 105-118 ‘Interviewing’ (Chapter 7 in
Lamble 2nd edition)

AND

Clayton, J. (1994) Interviewing for Journalists,
Piatkus. London.

* ‘Forty Questions asked by Beginners’ pp. 1-12

* CH.1 ‘Quotes are Journalism’s Vitality’ pp. 13-21

* CH.8 ‘Ge.〰㠰〰‵㌴⸰㤰㔸㠠Jot etr-2o㔸㠠t′㤸‵㌴⸰㤰㔸㠠㉇

http://www.columbia.edu/itc/journalism/gissler/tips/Tip-ledes.html
http://www.columbia.edu/itc/journalism/gissler/tips/Tip-ledes.html


* CH.16 ‘Defamation’ pp. 225-243

* CH.17 ‘Contempt’ pp. 244-257

* CH.18 ‘Other Legal Perils’ pp. 258-276

AND

Australian Journalists' Code of Conduct 
https://www.meaa.org/meaa-media/code-of-ethics/

 
Week 7: 16 April - 22
April

Seminar Advanced Interviewing: Getting high value
quotes and images

BEFORE CLASS READING: Metzler, K (1997)
‘Creative Interviewing, 3rd Ed. Ally & Bacon;
Boston:

* CH.3 ‘The Ten Stages of the Interview’. pp. 15-23

* CH.12 ‘Interviewing for Quotes and Anecdotes’
pp. 101-110.

AND

Clayton, J. (1994) Interviewing for Journalists,
Piatkus.London.

* CH.13  ‘Meeting your Interviewee’ pp.134-145
Week 8: 23 April - 29
April

Seminar News Writing: Style and Impact

BEFORE CLASS READINGS:  White, S. (2000) 
Reporting in Australia, 2nd Edition. South Yarra,
MacMillan Education:

* CH. 9 ‘The Language of News Writing’ pp.
153-175

* CH, 11. ‘The Hard News Follow Through’ pp.
203-226.

Conley, D. (2002) The Daily Miracle: An
Introduction to Journalism. 2nd edition. Oxford
University Press. South Melbourne:

* CH. 5  ‘The Lead: Will the Reader Follow?’ pp.
74-89

* CH. 7  ‘Upside Down Pyramids’ pp. 113-125
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Stovall, G. (2005) Journalism Who, What, Where,
When, Why and How. Pearson; Boston:

*CH. 10 ‘Writing News and Features’ pp. 167- 180

 
Week 9: 30 April - 6 May Seminar



AND

Phillips, G and Lindgren, M 2005, 'The Radio News
Reporter,' in Australian Broadcast Journalism, 2nd
edition. Oxford University Press, Melbourne:  54-63
(see Moodle Week 11 folder)

Week 12: 21 May - 27
May

Seminar  

Writing for Media: Online, Multimedia,Social
Media

BEFORE CLASS READING:  Lamble, S 2016, 
News as it Happens: An Introduction to
Journalism 3rd edition, Oxford University Press,
Melbourne:

* CH. 11 ‘Writing News for Online and Portable
Devices’ pp. 148-162 

Week 13: 28 May - 3
June

Seminar **ASSIGNMENT 3 (40%) SUBMISSIONS CLOSE
FRI 1 JUNE AT 5 PM **

Writing for Media: Editing & Publication
Pathways

GUEST LECTURER (TBA)
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

TEXTBOOK – Lamble, S. News as it Happens: an Introduction to Journalism (2016)

Recommended Resources

Book – Stephens, M. A History of News (1988)
Book – Sedorkin, G. Interviewing: A Guide For Journalists and Writers (2002)
Book – Phillips, G. & Lundgren, M. Australian Broadcast Journalism (2013)
Book – Bainbridge, J. Media and Journalism: New Approaches to Theory and Practice (2011)

Course Evaluation and Development

The student learning experience is important to the Faculty and the staff in this course. Throughout the
duration of the course, students are encouraged to provide either formal and/or informal feedback. At the
conclusion of the semester a formal student evaluation is provided to enable feedback on the course
content and teaching staff.

Image Credit
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