
        

 
1. Abstract (max: 250 words) 

 
2. Project title 

 
3. Background / rationale 

This section should address the following points: 

• Establish what the problem is drawing on evidence from peer reviewed references. A 
comprehensive literature review is not required. But must draw on a few key references 
to clearly explain and justify the problem that the research will address. 

• Identify clearly the gap in the literature that the proposed research will address 
providing a clear rationale for your proposed research. 

• Should include research purpose/aim, and research question(s) and/or hypotheses all 
of which are well aligned. These should also align well with the proposed research 
design. 

 
4. Sub-questions / objectives (if relevant) 

These should align well with the main research questions. 
 
5. Research design 

• Brief description of the broad research approach (qualitative or quantitative, mixed 
method) drawing on some evidence to justify the appropriateness of the proposed 
research approach. 

• Brief outline of the research setting, methods of data collection (example survey, 
qualitative interviews etc.), who the participants would be and a brief explanation of how 
participants will be accessed. 

• In this section you are not required to provide details of sample size calculation. But you 
will need to provide a rough idea of what the minimum sample size will be. 

• Not required to include details of how data will be analysed. 
• Most important aspect for this section is the alignment and appropriateness of the 

research approach. Research approach and data collection methods must align well 
with the problem, the research aim and research hypothesis/question. Proposed 
research approach and methods of data collection must be appropriate to the research 
aim. 

• If this research is a part of a bigger research project, provide a brief description of the 
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Criteria for Research Proposal reviews 
 
Your research proposal will be reviewed by an appropriate academic within your research 
area to determine if it has a testable hypothesis and if the project is adequate in scope and 
feasible for a PhD or Masters by Research. The peer reviewers will use the criteria below to 
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